Saint Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal 2025 -December 2025

Dear Parishioners,

You may have noticed the Vinnie’s Christmas appeal poster on entering the church featuring
the young girl with her teddy bear, however this idyllic scene is contrasted by the stark reality
of the struggle she and her family have experienced because of the cost-of-living crisis.

Poverty and disadvantage are the other side to the joy and happiness of Christmas. For
many families facing hardship this Christmas won’t be a time of joy and celebration.

One in three Australians admit that they have skipped meals or gone without food in order to
afford other essential expenses, they do this so they can afford to feed their kids, pay their
rent and keep the lights on.

We, members of the Rydalmere Conference who respond to the many calls for assistance
can attest to the impact of the rise in- the- cost of living by the increase demand for
assistance.

The table below clearly demonstrated the doubling and trebling in the demand for help over
3 years

Assistance Given in last Three Years

Assistance 2023 2024 2025 Increase
242472025
Food Vouchers $12,350 $19,320 $27,000 +40%
Chemist Vouchers $950 $1,899 $3,890 +105%
White Goods $1,697 $8,833 $8,501 -3%
Bedding/Furniture $1,300 $1,740 $3,750 +115%
TOTAL $16,297 $31,790 $43,141 +36%

Assistance provided his year was an increase of 36% over last year and a whopping 164%
increase over the last two years

To assist our clients this Christmas we have planned a Christmas Expenditure of $8,000 in
the next few weeks for the purchase of 120 Christmas Hampers ($3,600) and the purchase
of Gift Cards to the value of $5,000.

This appeal is specifically to fund the planned Christmas expenditure and your generous
support of it is crucial as your generosity will provide food for a Christmas celebration as well
as the means for the recipient to purchase a Christmas gift for his/her spouse and children.

Please be generous to this appeal so that together we can bring relief and joy to our needy
brothers and sisters so that they too will have an enjoyable Christmas.

Envelopes are in the seats. If you are unable to donate today, then take it home and return it
next week. Donations over $2 are tax deductable

On behalf of our struggling clients of Rydalmere Conference we wish you and your families a
safe and joyful Christmas filled with the hope and blessings of the infant Jesus.

In the words of our Divine Master:
“Whenever you did this to the least of your brethren you did it to me “

Ron Della Vedova
(President of Rydalmere Conference of SVD)
P.S. Place your envelope in 2" collection or in the buckets at trhe church’s entrance.




