
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 

Welcome home! As we gather to celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, we look
out at a world that feels increasingly complex, weary, and divided. We see conflict in
distant lands, uncertainty in our economies, and anxiety about our shared future. It
can be difficult, at times, to find the "glad tidings of great joy" the angels proclaimed.
Yet, this is precisely why Christmas matters more than ever. The birth of Jesus in a
humble stable reminds us that God steps into our chaos, our darkness, and our mess.
He is not a distant ruler but Emmanuel, God with us. He brings peace that the world
cannot give, and a light that no darkness can overcome. May you experience
abundant joy in the simple blessings of family, community, and faith—a joy that
overflows and becomes contagious to those around you.

A story is told of a young mother in a restaurant who noticed her one-year-old son,
Erik, excitedly waving and "talking" across the room to a dishevelled, dirty, and
smelly homeless man in rags. The mother was embarrassed and tried to hurry the
family out. As she passed the man, Erik lunged from her arms into his, resting his
head on the man's shoulder. The old man, with tears in his eyes, gently rocked the
baby and looked at the mother, saying, "You take care of this baby. You've given me
my Christmas gift." The mother was humbled, realising how quickly she had judged
someone to whom her innocent child had shown the true, unconditional love of
Christ.

The Christmas story reminds us that God chooses to appear in the most humble and
unexpected circumstances. He was not born in a palace but a stable, visited not by
kings first, but by poor shepherds. The Word became flesh and lived among us in the
form of a vulnerable baby (John 1:14). This Christmas, we are challenged to open our
eyes and our hearts to the "God with us" in the people around us—especially the poor,
the lonely, and those we might otherwise ignore. The greatest gift we can offer in
return is to see Christ in them and share his love. Let us carry the light of Bethlehem
back into our homes and workplaces, becoming agents of peace, kindness, and
understanding in a world that desperately needs them.

Merry Christmas to you and your loved ones!

God’s blessings                                                                                                                                Fr. Vince    
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‘Together as a Faith Filled Community Building for The Future”
Dear parishioners of Rydalmere,

Like a young child I was hoping that Christmas would gift the Parish with a completed Parish
administration/ Presbytery building, unfortunately my wish did not factor in the delays caused
by the heavy rain period which caused a loss of 6 weeks of construction.
Where we are at present makes me reflect on my old School motto which is: “RESPICE FINEM”
which translates as “Look to the End” or “Look to the outcome”. Yes, the rain caused us delays
and some builders may have pressed on to get things finished regardless of the outcome; our
builder prudently bid his time in order to deliver the best outcome.

However, the end is near with a firm estimate of February 2026. Considering that the Parish
Redevelopment commenced over 7 years ago the current unavoidable industry wide stoppage
of Christmas shutdown is but a minor “speed hump” on this, our long journey.

Now for a Status Report
1. Completed Items
• Tiling of bathrooms, toilets upper verandas completed.
• Side and rear property fences have been replaced
• Storerooms and undercover parking completed
• All joinery items built and on site
• Flooring completed
• Internal lift installed and commissioned
• Prescreening of all outside concrete area and driveway completed and ready for paving.
 

2. Works in progress
• PC items 60% completed
• Painting well underway
• All doors have been delivered and ready for installation
• Landscaping underway
• Kitchen joinery installed
• Joinery in function room almost finished
• Furniture, bedding etc. have been ordered

A couple of weeks ago I took two groups of parishioners on a site tour after the Sunday masses,
and I was pleased by their positive remarks and comments of the project, and I am certain that
their positive comments will magnify when we see the completed project.

Yes, like my old school motto, I am eagerly looking forward to the end in February and the very
successful outcome for the long-term benefit of all parishioners.

Regards,
Ron Della Vedova  (Chairman, on behalf of Fr Vincent and the Finance Committee)

The Parish Council has now been established 
and has already started to work towards planning
for next year as we focus on serving and growing

our faith community. 
Our Parish Community has always been welcoming
and supportive of each other and the committee is
dedicated to making sure that this remains at the

core of our mission. 
In 2026 we will be working with support 

from the wider Parramatta Diocese 
to how we can do this together. 

Although we are still in the planning stage, we
welcome anyone who would like to be part of this
wonderful work and ask that you reach out to one

of the committee members. 
We wish all our community a Merry and Holy
Christmas and a Happy New year and we look

forward to see you all throughout 2026 
as we build on our mission. 

Luke Homann (Parish Pastoral Council Chair)

Parishioner 18 years,
Eucharistic Minister. 

I love the sense of community and
friendliness within our parish together

with the compassion and support we all
show for each other.


