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“FOR YOU ARE GOD’S MASTERPIECE CREATED IN CHRIST TO DO GOOD WORKS
WHICH GOD PREPARED IN ADVANCE FOR YOU TO DO.”

Today we close the Christmas season with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. We shift our gaze from the
humble manger in Bethlehem to the rushing waters of the Jordan River. Here, Jesus begins his public ministry,
but more importantly for us, this is where our identity is dramatically revealed.

The scene is profound. Jesus, sinless and divine, steps into the water to be baptised by John. He doesn’t need
cleansing, but he humbles himself to identify with us, sinners. And as he rises from the water, the heavens
open, the Spirit descends like a dove, and God the Father speaks the words that change everything: "This is my
beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased."

These same words echo over each of us who have been baptised. The Baptism of the Lord is a celebration of
our own adoption into God’s family.

In a world obsessed with achievement, status, and performance, we often base our worth on what we do. We
strive for validation, success, and acceptance. The world tells us we are what we earn, what we own, or what
we accomplish. But God tells us the opposite. His declaration is a statement of being, not doing.

A young girl once made her mother a handmade gift for her birthday—a crude, slightly messy clay sculpture.
The mother accepted it with delight and placed it prominently on the mantelpiece. Years later, as the girl
grew, she became embarrassed by the sculpture, feeling it was amateurish and childish. She suggested
throwing it away. Her mother responded, "Honey, you don't understand. That's not just a sculpture; that's
the hands of my five-year-old daughter. Its value isn't in its craftsmanship; it's in who made it."

We are that sculpture. Our value is not in our perfection but in whose hands made us and claimed us. Before
you achieved anything, before you succeeded or failed, God looked at you in your baptism and said, "You are
my beloved."

The Spirit that descended upon Jesus at the Jordan is the same Holy Spirit that marked us in our baptism and
confirmation. This Spirit empowers us to carry out Jesus' mission: "He went about doing good and healing all
those oppressed by the devil, for God was with him." We are not meant to keep our faith private. We are
anointed to serve, to heal, and to "do good" in the world. The power is already within us.

A man installed a state-of-the-art fire extinguisher in his garage. He was proud of it. He’d show it to friends
and talk about its amazing capabilities. Then one day, a fire started in his garage. The man panicked and ran
around screaming for a hose, completely forgetting about the powerful, effective extinguisher hanging
unused on the wall, ready for action.

Many of us are like that man. We have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit—the power to overcome sin, to serve
the needy, and to spread light in dark places. Yet often, when faced with spiritual challenges, we panic, we
forget our baptismal call, and we leave that divine power untapped on the "wall" of our souls.

Today is a call to renewal. It's a reminder of who we are: beloved children of God, empowered by the Spirit. Let
us live in the confidence of God's love, not striving for his approval, but living from his approval. May we step
out from this church today, just as Jesus rose from the Jordan, knowing our identity, feeling the descent of the
Spirit, and ready to do good. (Sources duly acknowledged)

God’s blessing Fr.Vince



Entrance Antiphon:

After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were opened,

and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove,
and the voice of the Father thundered:
This is my beloved Son, with whom | am well pleased.

First reading: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7
Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom | am
well pleased.

Thus says the Lord:

Here is my servant whom | uphold,

my chosen one in whom my soul delights.

| have endowed him with my spirit

that he may bring true justice to the nations.
He does not cry out or shout aloud,

or make his voice heard in the streets.

He does not break the crushed reed,

nor quench the wavering flame.

Faithfully he brings true justice;

he will neither waver, nor be crushed

until true justice is established on earth,

for the islands are awaiting his law.

I, the Lord, have called you to serve

the cause of right;

| have taken you by the hand and formed you;

| have appointed you as covenant of the people
and light of the nations,

to open the eyes of the blind,

to free captives from prison,

and those who live in darkness from the dungeon.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 28:1-4, 9-10
R: The Lord will bless his people with peace.

O give the Lord you sons of God,
give the Lord glory and power;

give the Lord the glory of his name.
Adore the Lord in his holy court. R

The Lord’s voice resounding on the waters,
the Lord on the immensity of waters;

the voice of the Lord, full of power,

the voice of the Lord, full of splendour. R

The God of glory thunders.

In his temple they all cry: ‘Glory"

The Lord sat enthroned over the flood;
the Lord sits as king for ever. R

Second reading: Acts 10:34-38

God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with
power.

Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: ‘The
truth | have now come to realise’ he said ‘is that God
does not have favourites, but that anybody of any
nationality who fears God and does what is right is
acceptable to him.

‘It is true, God sent his word to the people of Israel,
and it was to them that the good news of peace was
brought by Jesus Christ - but Jesus Christ is Lord of
all men. You must have heard about the recent
happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of Nazareth and
how he began in Galilee, after John had been
preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the
Holy Spirit and with power, and because God was
with him, Jesus went about doing good and curing all
who had fallen into the power of the devil.’

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice
was heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 3:13-17

When Jesus was baptised, the heavens were opened
and the Spirit of God came upon him.

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised
by John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is | who need
baptism from you’ he said ‘and yet you come to me!
But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time
being; it is fitting that we should, in this way, do all
that righteousness demands.” At this, John gave in to
him.

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the
water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw
the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming
down on him. And a voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is
my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on him.’

Communion Antiphon:

Behold the One of whom John said:
| have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.



