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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT Sunday, 14 December 2025

“JOY IS A NET OF LOVE BY WHICH YOU CAN CATCH SOULS”

- MOTHER TERESA
Congratulations to all the Year 6 students on your graduation! This significant milestone marks the successful
completion of your primary education journey. As you step into the next chapter of your life, carry with you the
lessons you have learned, the friendships you have formed, and the faith that has guided you. May you be the
‘fingers of hope’ to everyone around you!

Today is the Third Sunday of Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday, which means "Rejoice!" The rose candle on our
Advent wreath reminds us that our waiting is drawing to a close and that joy is at the heart of our faith, even amidst
life's struggles. The readings today, from Isaiah, James, and Matthew, call us to find our joy not in worldly success,
butin God's presence and our actions of love.

The Gospel of Matthew presents John the Baptist in prison, sending his disciples to ask Jesus a crucial question:
"Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for another?". This is a profoundly human question. John, the
fiery prophet who prepared the way for the Messiah, is now in chains, facing doubt and the darkness of despair. His
circumstances were grim, and perhaps he expected a more dramatic, forceful Messiah who would break down prison
doors and establish a powerful kingdom.

Jesus' response doesn't give a simple "yes" or "no" but points to the evidence, drawing on the prophecies of Isaiah:
"Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them".

The true signs of the Messiah are not displays of worldly power, but acts of compassion, healing, and love. Jesus'
kingdom is not one of command and triumph, but of caring for each other. We are called to see as Jesus sees, to
hear what he hears, and to do what he does. True joy comes from sharing what we have with those in need and
bringing good news to others.

In our own lives, we often face moments of doubt and darkness, just like John in his prison cell. Yet, hope and joy
can burn brightest in these times through simple acts of love and service.

The Al-Jamil family fled war-torn Syria and eventually found refuge in a small Canadian town. Initially, they
struggled with the shock of a new culture and the pain of starting over. Once settled, however, they began to
volunteer, specifically helping other newly arrived refugee families navigate life in Canada. They help with
everything from enrolling children in school to finding jobs. The Al-Jamils turned their own pain into a purpose,
becoming a beacon of hope for others following in their footsteps and embodying Jesus' message of bringing good
news to the poor and lost.

The Story of Renu's Resilience: In rural India, a woman named Renu found herself in deep poverty after her
husband abandoned her and their children. Life felt hopeless until an agricultural support program provided her
with resources, including a cow. The income from the cow sustained her family and restored her confidence. Her
renewed strength and hope eventually led to a reconciliation with her husband.

Renu's story reminds us that when we offer a practical sign of hope—like a cow, a job, or a helping hand—we can
restore broken relationships and provide a path toward a better future.

On this Gaudete Sunday, the message is clear: the Lord is near, and true joy is found not in seeking happiness for
ourselves alone, but in bringing joy and hope to others. We are invited to be witnesses of Christ's light in the world.
As we light the rose candle, let us commit to strengthening the feeble hands and making firm the weak knees of
those around us. Let our lives be the signs that the Messiah has come and is among us now, through our love and
care for one another. Let us rejoice always, pray without ceasing, and in all circumstances give thanks, for this is the
will of God in Christ Jesus for us. (Source duly acknowledged)

God’s blessings Fr.Vince



Entrance Antiphon:

Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.

First reading: Isaiah 35:1-6, 10
God himself will come and save us.

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult,
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom,

let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil,
let it rejoice and sing for joy.

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it,
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon;

they shall see the glory of the Lord,

the splendour of our God.

Strengthen all weary hands,
steady all trembling knees
and say to all faint hearts,
‘Courage! Do not be afraid.

‘Look, your God is coming,
vengeance is coming,

the retribution of God;

he is coming to save you.’

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
the ears of the deaf unsealed,

then the lame shall leap like a deer

and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy,

for those the Lord has ransomed shall return.

They will come to Zion shouting for joy,
everlasting joy on their faces;

joy and gladness will go with them

and sorrow and lament be ended.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 145:6-10
R: Lord, come and save us.

Itis the Lord who keeps faith for ever,
who is just to those who are oppressed.
It is he who gives bread to the hungry,
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. R

Itis the Lord who gives sight to the blind,
who raises up those who are bowed down,
the Lord, who protects the stranger

and upholds the widow and orphan. R

Itis the Lord who loves the just
but thwarts the path of the wicked.
The Lord will reign for ever,

Zion’s God, from age to age. R

Second reading: James 5:7-10

You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the
Lord’s coming will be soon.

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of
a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit
of the ground until it has had the autumn rains and
the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not
lose heart, because the Lord’s coming will be soon.

Do not make complaints against one another,
brothers, so as not to be brought to judgement
yourselves; the Judge is already to be seen waiting at
the gates. For your example, brothers, in submitting
with patience, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me;
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11

Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for
someone else?

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing
and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one
who is to come, or have we got to wait for someone
else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what
you hear and see; the blind see again, and the lame
walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the
dead are raised to life and the Good News is
proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who
does not lose faith in me.’

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk
to the people about John: ‘What did you go out into
the wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze?
No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing
fine clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are
to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out for?
To see a prophet? Yes, | tell you, and much more than
a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says:
Look, | am going to send my messenger before you;
he will prepare your way before you. | tell you
solemnly, of all the children born of women, a
greater than John the Baptist has never been seen;
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
he is.’

Communion Antiphon:

Say to the faint of heart: Be strong and do not fear.
Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.

DAILY REFLECTIONS 2025

You are invited to attend the
Next Week’s Advent Prayer Meeting

will be held on Tuesday 7pm
We will follow the book

THE PROMISE: ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

The Promise: Advent & Christmas Daily Reflections 2025
Available in the Parish: $10.00 each, limited stock.




PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

A, DONATION
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DONATIONS FOR STORM AFFECTED SRI LANKAN BRETHREN

We are appealing to your generosity one more time to assist

We plan to send this box before Christmas if possible,
to help them at this special time.
Appreciate near new or new items only please.
Thank you kindly, Lynn Rodrigues.

the horrible conditions in Sri Lanka recently due to
HORRIFIC STORMS AND FLOODS.
Hundreds of people are without shelter / food / clothing.
They are in dire need, so our Parish will put together a box
of under linen, men, women and childrens clothes -

Christmas Choir

rehearsals for the 9pm Christmas Eve Mass

We welcome you all to come along

and join us at rehearsals, on

Monday 15/12/2025 & Monday 22/12/2025

at 7.30pm in the Parish.

For any enquiries about joining/singing,
please contact Catherine on 0417 060 021

AVAILABLE THIS WEEKEND
Your local Rydalmere Conference of
St Vincent de Paul Society will be selling
2026 Columban Calendars: $10.00 each
Christmas Card Pack: $10.00 each
Proceeds go to our St Vincent de Paul
Rydalmere Conference clients.
Thank you for your support.

Tuesday: 7pm

Join our Zumba Group
every Saturday 9am at
St. Mary's Hall Rydalmere

$12
Contact Ruth 0412 341112

ZUMBA
MORE THAN
A CLASS “RYDALMEN”
A COMMUNITY Building up fellowship
among men

of different age brackets
Meets on The Third
Thursday of every Month
Where: Parish Meeting Room
Time: 7:15pm for
7:30pm to 9:00pm
What to Bring: Small plate
of nibbles (Optional)
Next Meeting: 18/12/2025

Christmas Masses

Christmas Day, 25th December:
Friday, 26th December:
Saturday, 27th December:

Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 pm / Sunday 8am & 10am

Advent Prayer Meeting

Christmas Eve, 24th December: 5:30pm - Vigil Mass
9pm - Vigil Mass

(Please note there will be NO Midnight Mass)

8am - Mass
10am - Mass

No Mass

No Morning Mass

Ol ellbeing & Flealty

George Asic

Cristina Assuncao
Mario Borsellino
Maree Buttenshaw Lorna Lagarto

Rey Legaspi
Margaret Constable Romenda McGregor

Kath Clinton

Patrick Coughlan
Al Alam Family
Younis Family

Let us pray for the...

Rosemary Romeo Tim Ollier
Kaz Seremet

Hayden Thomson

Alexander Velasquez

Alan Tracy Villarosa

Pia Ylagan

Grace Maree Kelly
Robbie Keegan

PARISH ROSTERS

20/21 Dec 2025
Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters Cleaning. Altar
Operators Servers Ministry Society
Sat Vigil 5.30pm Lynnette Rodrigues ~ Leah Garcia Cristian A Sr Maureen Kathleen Burrows Anton Barbara Rosario
Sr Maureen Clareese M Sue Farrar Massillamany  Lynette Rodrigues
. JemmalL ) .
Sun 8.00am Naom Younis Ar?gel.a Finnane Jensen M Michael Clark ' Geoff Rosario ) vartguess
Will Finnane Judah M Barbara Rosario Barbara Rosario Markarian
. . ; Lynette Rodrigues
Sun10.00am  Delilah Rodrigues Linda Tsang TheoM S ;
& Julia Tapiador Alessandro ¢~ Dominic Rodrigues
Isabella N
Tashnie & Tashen W
27/28 Dec 2025
Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters Cleaning, Altar
Operators Servers Ministry Society
Sat Vigil 5.30pm Eric Flores Romeo Urqueza Harriet S Diane O’Shea Marthe Nalletamby Pierre Salomon Linda Tsang
T Yolanda Urqueza Zachary C Michelle Acharya Grace Coco
Jacob K Sheila Tapiador
Sun 8.00am Christopher Younis Glenys Oxlee Maya R Eric Flores Tuti Sugita
Helen Wong TaraC Lina Flores
. AvaM
Sun10.00am Lynnette Rodrigues  Cynthia Oscar Savannah S-F Evelyn Artiaga Lawn and Garden Robert Spinetti
Jessica Tapiador Madison A Elaine Gade




PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS
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#7 Christmas Hospitality Team =
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As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, our parish
anticipates many guests and visitors, some perhaps returning
to Mass for the first time in a while. A warm smile and a
friendly greeting can make all the difference in making them
feel the love of Christ and the warmth of our community.
We are seeking cheerful, friendly volunteers to join our
Christmas Hospitality Team as welcomers and ushers for the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses.

Please sign up on the clipboard at the entrance of the church.
Your mission: To help everyone who walks through our doors
feel like family and to greet them after the Masses.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS SUPPORT

Vinnies Christmas Appeal

= St Vincent de Paul S0

The Vinnies Christmas appeal got off to a good start last
weekend with the amount gifted by the parishioners totalling
$3,168.65 and hopefully this current amount will be boosted

further this weekend. Lee Malkoun’s extended family who
have been a major long-term supporter (and past parishioner)
boosted our total by their significant donation of $3,000.
Christmas Hampers and Gift Cards distribution will be next
week. Many thanks for your support to the appeal which will
bring so much joy to many. Ron Della Vedova.

Catechists
Thank you to our Parish Catechist

who have attended our 5 State Schools in our Parish
this Year, and for many Years. Your dedication
and commitment are greatly appreciated.
If you would like to become a Catechist to join us in
our State School next year, please let us know so that

we can advise you on the preparation that is
necessary. We are in need of more Catechists as we
have some classes without a Catechists.
Those Classes are:
Dundas Public - Years 1-2 : Wednesdays 11.50 to 12.20
Dundas Public - Years 3-4: Wednesdays 12.20 to 12.50
You can contact:DianeO’Sheadcoshea@bigpond.net.au

Join Us for Our Monthly Parish Lunch!

Dear Parishioners,

We’re excited to invite you to our Monthly Parish Lunch!
This is a wonderful opportunity to gather once a month
to enjoy great company and good food.

Each one pays for their own meal and drinks.

When: Sunday 21 December - 11:30am
Where: The Family Inn

Everyone is welcome—bring your family and friends!
This initiative aims to foster fellowship and strengthen
our community ties.
For more details and/or to RSVP contact Allison on 0411 013 032.
Looking forward to seeing everyone there!
If you would like to attend our next lunch, you are invited to

write your name on the sheet located at the back of the church,

this is to assist Allison with the booking reservation.

WEEKDAY MASSES SUNDAY MASSES ADORATION (EXPOSITION)
Tue - Wed - Thu - Fri - Sat 9:15 am Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 pm Saturday 8:30am
Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Succour ~ Sunday 8:00 am & 10:00 am
Every Wednesday 7:00pm
BAPTISM
ROSARY at 3:00pm on the last Saturday
of every month at Ermington Shopping RECONCILIATION 1st & 3rd Sunday of the
Centre (near the Post Office). Saturday 8:30 am - 9:00 am Month 11:30 am
PARIS H TEAM Sacramental Coordinator: Lynette Rodrigues
Catechists Coordinator: Diane O’Shea
Childrens Liturgy Coordinator: Allison Markarian
Fr. Vincent Savarimuthu Maritza Graciela Deacon Leon Lectors Coordinator: Glenys Oxlee
. . Senior Server Coordinator: Anton Massillamany
Parish Priest Parish Secretary Finance Secretary Fi . .
inance Chairman: Ron Della Vedova
Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri Thur . X
10am to 5pm 10am to 2pm St Vincent De Paul President: Ron Della Vedova
Rydalmen Coordinator: Mark Bannister

Social Celebrations Coordinator: Nancy Grugan
Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Luke Homann

PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Mary's Primary School

1 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere NSW 2116

Ph: (02) 8844 5700

Email: StMarysRydal@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Richard Blissenden

St. Patrick's Marist College

171 Kirby Street, Dundas NSW 2117

Ph: (02) 8841 7900

Email: stpatsdundas@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Paul Ryan




