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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT Sunday, 7 December 2025

RECONCILIATION AND FORGIVENESS CAN ACTUALLY HELP ALL OF US MOVE ON IN A HEALTHIER, HAPPIER WAY.
- CHESA BOUDIN

In the Zen tradition of the Far East there is a story about a professor who went to visit the great master Nan-In one day. “Master,”
he said, “teach me what | need to know to have a happy life. | have studied the sacred scriptures, | have visited the greatest
teachers in the land, but | have not found the answer. Please teach me the way.” At this point Nan-In served tea to his guest. He
poured his visitor's cup full and then kept on pouring and pouring so that the tea began to run over the rim of the cup and across
the table, and still he poured, until tea was cascading upon the floor. The professor watched this until he could no longer restrain
himself. "It’s overfull! Stop! No more will go in!" he cried out. "Like this cup", Nan-in said, "you are full of your own opinions and
speculations. How can | show you the way unless you first empty your cup?" All three readings of today invite us to empty our
hearts of all the unnecessary and harmful stuff by true repentance, reparation, prayer and the renewal of our lives.

The messengers that God sends to us often speak, not from places of triumph and success, but from places of ambiguity, conflict
or pain. They speak from wilderness places filled with sadness, conflicts and challenges. In the first reading, the prophet Isaiah
speaks to the people of Israel who were about to come home to their native country after having been in Babylonian exile. He
assured the fickle minded people that the Lord will lead them in a grand procession to their homeland and take care of them as a
shepherd cares for his sheep.

The second reading is from the Apostle Paul's Letter to the Romans (Romans 15:4-9). The reading is a call to unity, mutual
acceptance, hope, and the glorification of God among all nations. Paul calls for harmony and mutual acceptance within the
Christian community, encouraging believers to "welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you". This acceptance across
differences is essential for preparing for Christ's arrival and demonstrates God's glory through the unity of diverse believers.

In the gospel, John has a unique and much needed message for the people of his time and for us today. Some people went to John
because they were spiritually bankrupt. They tried hard, and their neighbours thought highly of them, but something was missing.
They were empty, and they hoped that John could fill the empty place. Some people went to John because they had it all, but it
wasn’t enough. They had money and homes, but they wanted more. But then, when they got more, their hunger continued
unabated. Nothing made them happy. They went to John hoping that he could pull together the broken pieces of their lives and
make them whole. These reasons for coming to John sound like some of the reasons that people turn to Jesus today. The Greek
word used for ‘repentance’ is ‘metanoia’. This means changing the attitude of our minds, by turning from a life centered on self to a
life centered on God.

All of us have experienced someone telling us to change our lives—most likely it is our parents, or spouse or friends and significant
others. This call to change our lives may be the only one that some of us have ever heard. John’s approach is similar when he
announces, discusses, and invites people to think about a new way of life- turning our faces toward God together. (Sources duly
acknowledged)

This story focuses on internal reconciliation and the ability of a final gesture to provide peace to the living. Sarah and her older
sister, Martha, had a complex relationship that ended in a bitter feud over their mother's will. Their last conversation, five years
prior, had been cruel and unforgiving. Martha moved across the country, and the silence between them became a heavy,
permanent fixture in Sarah's life.

When Martha fell suddenly ill and entered hospice care, Sarah felt a mixture of dread and duty. She visited Martha, who was
heavily sedated and unable to speak. The opportunity for a verbal apology or explanation was gone. The weight of the unsent
apologies and harsh words hung in the sterile air of the hospital room. A nurse suggested Sarah write down what she needed to
say. Sarah spent an hour pouring her heart onto paper—admitting her own greed, expressing her deep love for her sister, and
acknowledging the wasted years. It was the letter she should have sent half a decade ago.

When she finished, she folded the pages and placed them in her sister’s hand, holding it while reading the words aloud, knowing
Martha might not hear them consciously, but hoping her spirit would. She ended the reading by saying, "I love you, Martha. | am
so sorry. | forgive you, and | hope you can forgive me."

A few hours later, Martha passed away. While no words were exchanged verbally between the sisters, Sarah experienced a
profound release. The act of writing and speaking the words, even unilaterally, had reconciled her heart. It allowed her to grieve
the sister she loved, rather than the conflict she resented. The letter served as a final, silent bridge, bringing peace and closure
that a living conversation might never have achieved.

God’s blessings Fr.Vince



Entrance Antiphon:

O people of Sion, behold,

the Lord will come to save the nations,

and the Lord will make the glory of his voice heard
in the joy of your heart.

First reading: Isaiah 11:1-10
He judges the poor with justice.

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,

a scion thrusts from his roots:

on him the spirit of the Lord rests,

a spirit of wisdom and insight,

a spirit of counsel and power,

a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)

He does not judge by appearances,

he gives no verdict on hearsay,

but judges the wretched with integrity,

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless;

his sentences bring death to the wicked.

Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.

The wolf lives with the lamb,

the panther lies down with the kid, calf and lion feed
together, with a little boy to lead them.

The cow and the bear make friends,

their young lie down together.

The lion eats straw like the ox.

The infant plays over the cobra’s hole;

into the viper’s lair the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea.

That day, the root of Jesse

shall stand as a signal to the peoples.

It will be sought out by the nations

and its home will be glorious.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17

R: Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.

O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,

that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. R

In his days justice shall flourish

and peace till the moon fails.

He shall rule from sea to sea,

from the Great River to earth’s bounds. R

For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.

He will have pity on the weak

and save the lives of the poor. R

May his name be blessed for ever
and endure like the sun.

Every tribe shall be blessed in him,
all nations bless his name. R

Second reading: Romans 15:4-9
Christ, the hope of all people.

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures
was meant to teach us something about hope from
the examples scripture gives of how people who did
not give up were helped by God. And may he who
helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be
tolerant with each other, following the example of
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you
may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat
each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated
you. The reason Christ became the servant of
circumcised Jews was not only so that God could
faithfully carry out the promises made to the
patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory
to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place:
For this | shall praise you among the pagans and sing
your name.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was
his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is
close at hand.” This was the man the prophet spoke
of when he said:

A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair
with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was
locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all
Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way
to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river
Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a
number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for
baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who
warned you to fly from the retribution that is
coming? But if you are repentant, produce the
appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell
yourselves, “We have Abraham for our father,”
because, | tell you, God can raise children for
Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is laid
to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails
to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on
the fire. | baptise you in water for repentance, but
the one who follows me is more powerful than | am,
and | am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is
in his hand; he will clear his threshing-floor and
gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will
burnin a fire that will never go out.’

Communion Antiphon:

Jerusalem, arise and stand upon the heights,
and behold the joy which comes to you from God.



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

THE PROMISE: ADVENT & CHRISTMAS Christmas Choir
DAILY REFLECTIONS 2025

rehearsals for the 9pm Christmas Eve Mass
We welcome you all to come along
and join us at rehearsals, on
Monday 15/12/2025 & Monday 22/12/2025
? at 7.30pm in the Parish.

You are invited to attend the
Next Week’s Advent Prayer Meeting

will be held on Wednesday at 7pm
We will follow the book
The Promise: Advent & Christmas Daily Reflections 2025

Available in the Parish: $10.00 each, limited stock. For any enquiries about joining/singing,
AVAILABLE THIS WEEKEND please contact Catherine on 0417 060 021
Your local Rydalmere Conference of Advent Prayer Meeting

St Vincent de Paul Society will be selling

: 2026 Columban Calendars: $10.00 each
Christmas Card Pack: $10.00 each

Proceeds go to our St Vincent de Paul Tuesday, 9th December: 7pm

Rydalmere Conference clients. Christmas Masses
Thank you for your support.

Wednesday: 7pm
Second Rite Reconciliation

Christmas Eve, 24th December: 5:30pm - Vigil Mass

ZUMBA “RYDALMEN” e
MORE THAN A CLASS Building up fellowship 9pm - Vigil Mass
A COMMUNITY among men (Please note there will be NO Midnight Mass)

of different age brackets
Meets on The Third

Thursday of every Month 10am - Mass

Where: Parish Meeting Room

Christmas Day, 25th December: 8am - Mass

Friday, 26th December: No Mass

Time: 7:15pm for

Join ourZumba Group 7:30pm to 9:00pm Saturday, 27th December: No Morning Mass
every Saturday 9am at What to Bring: Small plate Sunday Masses
St. Mary's Hall Rydalmere $12 of nibbles (Optional)

Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 pm / Sunday 8am & 10am

Contact Ruth 0412 341112 Next Meeting: 18/12/2025

Let us pray for the...

George Asic Patrick Coughlan Rosemary Romeo Mitchell Clayton Margreth Coughlan
Cristina Assuncao Al Alam Family Kaz Seremet Greg Hyde Joseph Kutajczyk
Mario Borsellino Younis Family Hayden Thomson Varini Massillamany
Maree Buttenshaw Lorna Lagarto Alexander Velasquez Efren De Los Reyes
Kath Clinton Rey Legaspi Alan Tracy Villarosa Colin Francis Wright

Margaret Constable Romenda McGregor Pia Ylagan

PARISH ROSTERS

13/14 Dec 2025

Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters Cleaning  Altar
Operators Servers Ministry Society
Sat Vigil 5.30pm Eric Flores Eli Ogrizek Harriet S Susan Boulos Kathleen Burrows  Susan Boulous Therese Ball
T Anne-Marie Hewkins  Jacob K Kathy Saad & Family Lesley Long
Sun 8.00am Anne Fernando Ron Della Vedova Bridget R Barbara Rosario Frank Camilleri
Glenys Oxlee TaraC Michael Clark
. Avril L
Sun10.00am  Vartguess Markarian | orna Argal Ava M Sheila Tapiador Lawn and Garden Romeo Urqueza
Khush Jilla Savannah S-F Elaine Gade
Amelia |
20/21 Dec 2025
Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters Cleaning Altar
Operators Servers Ministry Society
Sat Vigil 5.30pm Lynnette Rodrigues  Leah Garcia Cristian A Sr Maureen Kathleen Burrows Anton Barbara Rosario
Sr Maureen Clareese M Sue Farrar Massillamany Lynette Rodrigues
. Jemma L .
Sun 8.00am Naom Younis Ar?gelia Finnane Jensen M Mlchael Clark Geoff Rosario _ vartguess
Will Finnane Judah M Lina Flores Barbara Rosario Markarian
Sun10.00am  Delilah Rodrigues Linda Tsang Theo M Lynette Rodrigues
Julia Tapiador Alessandro C  Dominic Rodrigues
Isabella N

Tashnie & Tashen W




PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS
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Pl Qhrigtma_s. Hospitality Team =%

i Greeters|
i_m needed
SIGN UP TODAY
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, our parish
anticipates many guests and visitors, some perhaps returning
to Mass for the first time in a while. A warm smile and a
friendly greeting can make all the difference in making them
feel the love of Christ and the warmth of our community.
We are seeking cheerful, friendly volunteers to join our
Christmas Hospitality Team as welcomers and ushers for the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses.
Please sign up on the clipboard at the entrance of the church.
Your mission: To help everyone who walks through our doors
feel like family and to greet them after the Masses.

EEEI)

THIS WEEKEND

Vinnies Christmas Appeal

= St Vincent de Paul

The Rydalmere Conference of St Vincent de Paul Society
will hold their annual Christmas Appeal this weekend
Money raised will fund the Christmas Hampers
and Gift Cards for the needy in the Parish.

We ask you to be supportive and generous
to this appeal, together we can be agents of joy,
helping those in need to enjoy the celebration of Christmas.

In the words of our Divine Master:
“Whenever you did this to the least of your brethren you did it to me”

Catechists
Thank you to our Parish Catechist

who have attended our 5 State Schools in our Parish

this Year, and for many Years. Your dedication
and commitment are greatly appreciated.

If you would like to become a Catechist to join us in
our State School next year, please let us know so that
we can advise you on the preparation that is
necessary. We are in need of more Catechists as we
have some classes without a Catechists.

Those Classes are:

Dundas Public - Years 1-2 : Wednesdays 11.50 to 12.20
Dundas Public - Years 3-4: Wednesdays 12.20 to 12.50
You can contact:DianeO’Sheadcoshea@bigpond.net.au

Join Us for Our Monthly Parish Lunch!

Dear Parishioners,

We’re excited to invite you to our Monthly Parish Lunch!
This is a wonderful opportunity to gather once a month
to enjoy great company and good food.

Each one pays for their own meal and drinks.

When: Sunday 21 December - 11:30am
Where: The Family Inn

Everyone is welcome—bring your family and friends!
This initiative aims to foster fellowship and strengthen
our community ties.
For more details and/or to RSVP contact Allison on 0411 013 032.
Looking forward to seeing everyone there!
If you would like to attend our next lunch, you are invited to
write your name on the sheet located at the back of the church,

this is to assist Allison with the booking reservation.

WEEKDAY MASSES

SUNDAY MASSES

ADORATION (EXPOSITION)

Tue - Wed - Thu - Fri - Sat 9:15 am
Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Every Wednesday 7:00pm

ROSARY at 3:00pm on the last Saturday

Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 pm
Sunday 8:00 am & 10:00 am

Saturday 8:30 am

of every month at Ermington Shopping
Centre (near the Post Office).

BAPTISM
RECONCILIATION 1st & 3rd Sunday of the
Saturday 8:30 am - 9:00 am Month 11:30 am

PARISH TEAM

Fr- Vincent Savarimuthu Maritza Graciela

Parish Priest Parish Secretary

Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri
10am to 5pm

Deacon Leon

Finance Secretary

Sacramental Coordinator: Lynette Rodrigues
Diane O’Shea

Allison Markarian

Catechists Coordinator:
Childrens Liturgy Coordinator:

Lectors Coordinator: Glenys Oxlee

Senior Server Coordinator: Anton Massillamany

Finance Chairman: Ron Della Vedova

Thur

10am to 2pm St Vincent De Paul President:

Ron Della Vedova

Rydalmen Coordinator: Mark Bannister

Social Celebrations Coordinator: Nancy Grugan

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Luke Homann

PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Mary's Primary School

1 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere NSW 2116

Ph: (02) 8844 5700

Email: StMarysRydal@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Richard Blissenden

St. Patrick's Marist College

171 Kirby Street, Dundas NSW 2117

Ph: (02) 8841 7900

Email: stpatsdundas@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Paul Ryan




