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WE LIVE BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT
- 2 CORINTHIANS 5:7

In the movie, Good Will Hunting, the therapist (Robin Williams) challenges Will (Matt Damon) about his life. Will is a
genius, having read scores and scores of books — and he can quote them easily. But Will is confronted by the fact
that knowledge is no match for experience, and that life’s lessons cannot be learned from books. The therapist hits
home the fact that Will is an orphan. “But just because I’'ve read ‘Oliver Twist” doesn’t mean therefore | know all
about you.”

The Gospel today is actually a call to action, not a call to a discussion about action. It is a call to mission, not a call to
reflection. John the Baptist recognises Jesus as “the lamb of God” and witnesses to him. But it is not enough for us
simply to have ideas about how we can witness Jesus ourselves. It is not enough for us to say that we’ve read this
story so many times before, and therefore we have fully understood it. We cannot understand this text and its
implications, until we have begun to live it.

Perhaps in our own lives, there are indeed several expressions that indicate to others that we belong to Christ and
witness to Him. But if there’s not, if all we have is a “head-trip” each Sunday, where we “think about” serving Jesus,
then perhaps the lesson from Good Will Hunting needs to be learned - faith is not something in the mind or kept
secret in the heart. Ultimately, it is something very active, and something lived out to the full! (Fr Michael Taylor)

A man's daughter had asked the local minister to come and pray with her father. When the minister arrived, he
found the man lying in bed with his head propped up on two pillows. An empty chair sat beside his bed.

The minister assumed that the old fellow had been informed of his visit. "l guess you were expecting me," he said.
"No, who are you?" said the father. "I'm the new minister at your church,"” he replied. "When | saw the empty chair, |
figured you knew | was going to show up." "Oh yeah, the chair," said the bedridden man. "Would you mind closing
the door?"

Puzzled, the minister shut the door. "I have never told anyone this, not even my daughter," said the man. "But all of
my life | have never known how to pray. At church | used to hear the pastor talk about prayer, but it went right over
my head." "l abandoned any attempt at prayer,"” the old man continued, "until one day about four years ago my
best friend said to me, "Joe, prayer is just a simple matter of having a conversation with Jesus. Here is what |
suggest. Sit down in a chair; place an empty chair in front of you, and in faith see Jesus on the chair. It's not spooky
because he promised, "I'll be with you always.” Then just speak to him in the same way you're doing with me right
now." So, | tried it and I've liked it so much that | do it a couple of hours every day. I'm careful though. If my
daughter saw me talking to an empty chair, she'd either have a nervous breakdown or send me off to the funny
farm. "The minister was deeply moved by the story and encouraged the old man to continue on the journey. Then
he prayed with him, anointed him with oil, and returned to the church. Two nights later the daughter called to tell
the minister that her daddy had died that afternoon.

"Did he die in peace?" he asked. "Yes, when | left the house about two o' clock, he called me over to his bedside, told
me he loved me and kissed me on the cheek. When | got back from the store an hour later, | found him dead. But
there was something strange about his death. Apparently, just before Daddy died, he leaned over and rested his
head on the chair beside the bed. What do you make of that?" The minister wiped a tear from his eye and said, "l
wish we could all go like that." - Author Unknown

Let us take an honest assessment of our lives to see where Christ is the focus and where we need to invite him in
further. The gospel challenges us to modern-day "John the Baptists" in our own spheres of influence, using our lives
to point others to Jesus and put our total trust in Jesus, the "Lamb of God" who never disappoints and offers
profound peace and joy, even amidst suffering.

God’s blessing Fr.Vince



Entrance Antiphon:

All the earth shall bow down before you, O God,
and shall sing to you,
shall sing to your name, O Most High!

First reading: Isaiah 49:3, 5-6
I will make you the light of the nations so that my
salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.

The Lord said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel,
in whom | shall be glorified’;

| was honoured in the eyes of the Lord,

my God was my strength.

And now the Lord has spoken,

he who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,

to gather Israel to him:

‘It is not enough for you to be my servant,

to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the
survivors of Israel;

| will make you the light of the nations

so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the
earth.’

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 39:2, 4, 7-10
R: Here | am, Lord; | come to do your will.

| waited, | waited for the Lord

and he stooped down to me;

he heard my cry.

He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God. R

You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,
but an open ear.

You do not ask for holocaust and victim.
Instead, here am I. R

In the scroll of the book it stands written
that | should do your will.

My God, | delight in your law

in the depth of my heart. R

Your justice | have proclaimed
in the great assembly.

My lips | have not sealed,

you know it, O Lord. R

Second reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-3

The grace and peace of God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ be with you.

I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together
with brother Sosthenes, send greetings to the church
of God in Corinth, to the holy people of Jesus Christ,
who are called to take their place among all the
saints everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ;
for he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and
peace.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us.
He enabled those who accepted him
to become the children of God.

Alleluia!

Gospel: John 1:29-34

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of
the world.

Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, ‘Look,
there is the lamb of God that takes away the sin of
the world. This is the one | spoke of when | said: A
man is coming after me who ranks before me
because he existed before me. | did not know him
myself, and yet it was to reveal him to Israel that |
came baptising with water.” John also declared, ‘l saw
the Spirit coming down on him from heaven like a
dove and resting on him. | did not know him myself,
but he who sent me to baptise with water had said to
me, “The man on whom you see the Spirit come down
and rest is the one who is going to baptise with the
Holy Spirit.” Yes, | have seen and | am the witness
that he is the Chosen One of God.’

Communion Antiphon:

We have come to know and to believe
in the love that God has for us.



