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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT Sunday, 21 December 2025

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

We may like to have some sense of our future and take control of where our life is to go. In fact, few of us would
like to live in a world where we have no idea of what is in the near future for us, where we have no idea of where
we will be in the short term.

Joseph probably had a sense of where his life was headed and what his hopes and dreams were for Mary, his
intended wife. In no time, all his dreams were crushed down as he found out about Mary. He might have found
himself at the edge of his life. He was petrified, confused, and depressed. But he did not extinguish the light of
faith burning inside of him. In a dream, the angel cleared his doubts and asked him to take Mary as his wife.

Now, at first glance, it might seem that Joseph’s life is put back in order. He knows what he is to do; he can simply
move on and be the foster father of Jesus and husband of Mary. More than that, he had no clue of what the new
life entailed as to his personal relationship with Mary and his God’s son. Joseph would find that his life was not
simply interrupted by this change; his life was forever changed. It became a life that had to be rooted in faith, not
just a general faith in God, but a faith that would always accept that God would be there to assist him, to help him.
Never would he be complete master of his own life as we often like to picture us to be in our own lives.

While what happened to Joseph in its specifics —being called to be the guardian of the Messiah -is clearly not part
of our experience, most of us find at some point in life that our plans for life are drastically changed. It might be
through the loss of a job, sickness, financial misfortune, divorce, or an unplanned pregnancy, trouble with
children, or death that turns our world upside down, and it usually doesn’t seem to have anything holy about it.

This is precisely where this story of Joseph and the life he lived from this point on can guide us. We can look at the
events which involuntarily change our lives as gross interruptions that must be reversed, refused. We can address
them with stoicism and not grumble about them but quietly have the attitude that life has ripped us off. Or we can
look at these events and ask “Where is God in all of this? What might God be calling me to do with this situation so
that it becomes an opportunity for Him to act through me?” Might the situation call us to reexamine our values, to
re-prioritise what is really important in life? Might the event be a wake-up call to become more attuned to what it
means to be a Christian person? Might the event be calling us outside of ourselves to be a person for others?

There was a woman who lived down the street. On the day she and her husband signed the papers for their
house, he went home and had a major nervous breakdown; after that point he was delusional and
interpersonally non-responsive. Five months later she gave birth to a child with severe mental disabilities. How
did she react? She kept them both at home, because she thought they needed her love more than what an
institution could give them, and she eventually would take in a mentally disabled adult who had no place to stay.
She saw in her situation that she was called to make a difference in a way she hadn’t planned. My family and
others as well, saw her as a light in the darkness, and we learned from our interaction with her and her husband
and daughter the dignity of people who were different from us.

No one of us is called simply to exist in this world as some neutral force that won’t affect the world around us. (It
is impossible to do that. By our very existence, we take up space, consume resources, and affect others whether
we want to or not.) The question then is, “What difference will | make in the world? Will | use not just my time,
talents, and treasures to make God’s presence known, but will | also use the events of my life to achieve that
end?”

A simple carpenter from Nazareth did, and it made all the difference in the world. - Modified and excerpted from
Jeffrey M. Kemper.

God’s blessings Fr.Vince



Entrance Antiphon:

Drop down dew from above, you heavens,
and let the clouds rain down the Just One;
let the earth be opened and bring forth a Saviour.

First reading: Isaiah 7:10-14
The virgin will conceive

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your
God for a sign for yourself coming either from the
depths of Sheol or from the heights above.” ‘No,” Ahaz

answered ‘l will not put the Lord to the test.’

Then Isaiah said:

‘Listen now, House of David:

are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men
without trying the patience of my God, too?

The Lord himself, therefore,

will give you a sign.

It is this: the maiden is with child

and will soon give birth to a son
whom she will call Immanuel,

a name which means “God-is-with-us.

”)

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 23:1-6
R: Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,
the world and all its peoples.

It is he who set it on the seas;

on the waters he made it firm. R

Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?
Who shall stand in his holy place?

The man with clean hands and pure heart,
who desires not worthless things. R

He shall receive blessings from the Lord
and reward from the God who saves him.
Such are the men who seek him,

seek the face of the God of Jacob. R

Second reading: Romans 1:1-7

Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son
of God.

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been
called to be an apostle, and specially chosen to
preach the Good News that God promised long ago
through his prophets in the scriptures.

This news is about the Son of God, who, according to
the human nature he took, was a descendant of
David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the
order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in
him, was proclaimed Son of God in all his power
through his resurrection from the dead.

Through him we received grace and our apostolic
mission to preach the obedience of faith to all pagan
nations in honour of his name. You are one of these
nations, and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you
all, then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called to be
saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ
send grace and peace.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

A virgin will give birth to a son;
his name will be Emmanuel: God-is-with-us.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24

Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph,
son of David.

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came
to live together she was found to be with child
through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a
man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity,
decided to divorce her informally. He had made up
his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your
wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the
Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must
name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save
his people from their sins.” Now all this took place to
fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son

and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us.” When Joseph
woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told
him to do: he took his wife to his home.

Communion Antiphon:

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear a son;
and his name will be called Emmanuel.



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

The Altar Society would be
grateful for any donation of
Agapanthus or Christmas Bush

for the decoration of the altar.
Please leave them in the
meeting room on 23/12/2024

or early on the 24/12/2024.
Thank you.
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A heartfelt thank you to
Barbara & Geoff Rosario for their
generous donation of the
Christmas Lights for the parish.
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Christmas Choir

rehearsals for the 9pm Christmas Eve Mass
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We welcome you all to come along

. and join us at rehearsals, on
% Monday 22/12/2025
? at 7.30pm in the Parish.

For any enquiries about joining/singing,

please contact Catherine on 0417 060 021

And to the team that put up the
Advent Wreath, the Nativity scene
and the Christmas decorations:

Ron & Sue Della Vedova,

Nancy Grugan, Charles Arokianath,
Lynn & Dominic Rodrigues.

DONATIONS FOR FLOOD AFFECTED SRI LANKAN BRETHREN

—
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We are appealing to your generosity one more time to assist
the horrible conditions in Sri Lanka recently due to

HORRIFIC STORMS AND FLOODS.
Hundreds of people are without shelter / food / clothing.
They are in dire need, so our Parish will put together a box

of under linen, men, women and childrens clothes -

We plan to send this box before Christmas if possible,

to help them at this special time.
Appreciate near new or new items only please.

Please place items in the donation box on the table at the
entrance of the church. Thank you kindly, Lynn Rodrigues.

Christmas Masses

Christmas Eve, 24th December
5:30pm - Vigil Mass

9pm - Carols followed by Vigil Mass

(Please note there will be NO Midnight Mass)

Christmas Day, 25th December

8am - Mass

10am - Mass

No morning mass on 26th & 27th December

Masses resume Saturday 27th December in the Evening

Let us pray for the...

Ol ellbeing & Fealty

George Asic

Cristina Assuncao
Maree Buttenshaw Lorna Lagarto

Al Alam Family
Younis Family

Rosemary Romeo
Kaz Seremet
Hayden Thomson

Mario Borsellino

Charles & Emilia Camilleri

E. V. John
Patrick Lynch

Kath Clinton Rey Legaspi Alexander Velasquez Bernie Otter
Margaret Constable Romenda McGregor Alan Tracy Villarosa Angeles Mercado Pamat
Patrick Coughlan  Micky Militano Pia Ylagan Anthony & Carmen Vella
Francis Xavier
27/28 Dec 2025
Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters Cleaning Altar
Operators Servers Ministry Society
Sat Vigil 5.30pm Eric Flores Romeo Urqueza Harriet S Diane O’Shea Marthe Nalletamby Pierre Salomon Linda Tsang
T Yolanda Urqueza Zachary C Michelle Acharya Grace Coco
Jacob K Sheila Tapiador
Sun 8.00am Christopher Younis Glenys Oxlee Maya R Eric Flores Tuti Sugita
Helen Wong TaraC Lina Flores
. Ava M
Sun 10.00am Lynnette Rodrigues Cynthia Oscar Savannah S-F  Evelyn Artiaga Lawn and Garden Robert Spinetti
Jessica Tapiador Madison A Elaine Gade
3/4 Jan 2026
Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters Cleaning_ Altar
Operators Servers Ministry Society
Sat Vigil 5.30pm George Davidson Sue Farrugia Oscar G Susan Boulos Marthe Nalletamby Thomas Russo  Maria Greenfield
Len Farrugia Ruby P Kathy Saad Lily Hon
. . ) Sophie Russo
Sun 8.00am Michael Majoor Chris Twomey Maya R Barbara Rosario Bill O’Shea
Maree Twomey Michael Clark
Sun10.00am  Anne Fernando Nada Coorey Ava E Sheila Tapiador
Lynette Rodrigues Isabella C Evelyn Artiaga
Isabella N

Tashnie & Tashen W




PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS
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Greelers |
needed
SIGN UP TODAY
As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ, our parish
anticipates many guests and visitors, some perhaps returning
to Mass for the first time in a while. A warm smile and a
friendly greeting can make all the difference in making them
feel the love of Christ and the warmth of our community.
We are seeking cheerful, friendly volunteers to join our
Christmas Hospitality Team as welcomers and ushers for the
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Masses.
Please sign up on the clipboard at the entrance of the church.
Your mission: To help everyone who walks through our doors
feel like family and to greet them after the Masses.
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Sacrament of

2026 Confirmation
3 cramental -15th may 2026
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E7 NG Holy Eucharist
- 20th September 2026

For more details, please contact our Parish Sacramental

Sacrament of
Reconciliation
- 18th August 2026

Sacrament of

Coordinator Lynnette Rodrigues via email: lynnr291955@gmail.com

Catechists
Thank you to our Parish Catechist

who have attended our 5 State Schools in our Parish

this Year, and for many Years. Your dedication
and commitment are greatly appreciated.

If you would like to become a Catechist to join us in
our State School next year, please let us know so that
we can advise you on the preparation that is
necessary. We are in need of more Catechists as we
have some classes without a Catechists.

Those Classes are:

Dundas Public - Years 1-2
Dundas Public - Years 3-4
Please contact: DianeO’Sheadcoshea@bigpond.net.au

*Vinnies Christmas Appeal g‘?
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=3\ St Vincent de Paul Society
@ St ¥incent de Paul Society
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CHRISTMAS APPEAL OUTCOME

The result of the recent Vinnies Christmas Appeal
has been outstanding your generosity has achieved
arecord total overall of $ 10,254.65!!!
This fantastic outcome is the combination of the amount donated
by the Parishioners of $5,834.65 and $4,420 donated
by the Lee Malkoun’s family and friends.

Considering the struggle of the cost of living being experienced by
everyone this record generous support to the appeal attests to the
generosity of the Rydalmere Parishioner and supporters.

Your generosity will adequately cover the cost of our Christmas
expenses as well as leaving some reserve for the coming year.

The Rydalmere Conference thanks everyone for the continual support
for those in need. Once again, a big thank you and wish everyone all the

joy and blessing of Christmas. Ron Della Vedova.

WEEKDAY MASSES

SUNDAY MASSES

ADORATION (EXPOSITION)

Tue - Wed - Thu - Fri - Sat 9:15 am
Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Every Wednesday 7:00pm

ROSARY at 3:00pm on the last Saturday

Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 pm
Sunday 8:00 am & 10:00 am

Saturday 8:30 am

of every month at Ermington Shopping
Centre (near the Post Office).

BAPTISM
RECONCILIATION 1st & 3rd Sunday of the
Saturday 8:30 am - 9:00 am Month 11:30 am

PARISH TEAM

Fr- Vincent Savarimuthu Maritza Graciela

Parish Priest Parish Secretary

Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri
10am to 5pm

Deacon Leon

Finance Secretary

10am to 2pm

Sacramental Coordinator: Lynette Rodrigues
Diane O’Shea

Allison Markarian

Catechists Coordinator:
Childrens Liturgy Coordinator:

Lectors Coordinator: Glenys Oxlee

Senior Server Coordinator: Anton Massillamany

Finance Chairman: Ron Della Vedova
Thur
St Vincent De Paul President: Ron Della Vedova

Rydalmen Coordinator: Mark Bannister

Social Celebrations Coordinator: Nancy Grugan

Parish Pastoral Council Chair: Luke Homann

PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Mary's Primary School

1 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere NSW 2116

Ph: (02) 8844 5700

Email: StMarysRydal@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Richard Blissenden

St. Patrick's Marist College

171 Kirby Street, Dundas NSW 2117

Ph: (02) 8841 7900

Email: stpatsdundas@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Paul Ryan




