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A POWERLESS MAN ON THE CROSS - NOW POWERFUL KING FOR US

The Crucified One hangs on the Cross - centre stage. He is nailed to the Cross, nearly naked, covered in blood and spittle and open
wounds, exhausted. Above his head is a signh which reads in three languages - Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews. This is puzzling.
How are we to understand this man on the Cross? Firstly, we need to absorb and understand what the good thief says: This man has
done nothing wrong. From the moment of his conception in the womb of his mother this man has done nothing wrong. He has never
committed a single sin.

This man, therefore, is a victim. He is being treated most unjustly.
He is a man of pain, of intense bodily pain, caused by his torturers. He is cold, thirsty, and needy.

He is a man humiliated - stripped, pinned, spat upon, scorned, helpless.

He is a man rejected - by his religious leaders, the civil leaders, the people, even, seemingly, by God.
He is a man betrayed by one of his closest collaborators, his disciple Judas.

He is abandoned by all but one of his disciples.

He is a man of sorrows.

If he is King, he certainly doesn’t look like one. He looks pathetic. A king is supposed to rule his kingdom and destroy his enemies.
This man seems to have attracted to himself every single one of our 'enemies’, all the ones we are afraid of - pain, humiliation,
rejection, betrayal, abandonment, injustice, cold, hunger, thirst, nakedness, loneliness, death. They are all attacking him - and they
are winning. He seems to have put aside all his weapons of defence - revenge, power, comfort, popularity, control. Instead, he just
forgives. Can you believe that? Beside him hang two criminals, one on the right and one on the left. Around him stand the people,
the leaders, and the soldiers. The Apostles are absent except for John. His mother Mary and some women stand close by -
agonizing - a further source of pain for the Lord. The people watched him. The leaders jeered him. The soldiers mocked him. One of
the criminals abused him. What did they say?

The leaders said: - let him save himself if he is the Christ.
The soldiers said: - save yourself if you are the King.
The criminal said: — save yourself (and us) if you are the Christ.

These words spoken so insistently to Jesus are important - save yourself. Come down from the cross and we will believe in you!
The three temptations of Satan in the desert at the beginning of Jesus' ministry can easily be reduced to these same words - save
yourself!

Now | think we have come to the heart of the matter. In our blindness and ignorance, we sinners think that anyone who can, by his
own power, escape suffering and death is powerful and to be admired. But Jesus had emptied himself of power. He hung on the
cross totally powerless. Instead of making his will prevail over others he had said: Father, your will be done. Jesus refused to save
himself but instead he submitted humbly because he knew that the cry 'Save yourself!' is a lie, impossibility, that in fact, the man
who saves his life will lose it.

On the Cross Jesus was telling us that all power to save comes from God - that we cannot save ourselves - and so he submitted,
becoming at the same moment the definitive and flawless icon of the power of God. A king only becomes King when he conquers
and Jesus, helpless on the Cross, conquers everything we most fear and run away from. He humbly submitted to death and
therefore God raised him up. In this sense Jesus really became king the moment he died.

We have many difficulties in our life. Some just come upon us and some are our own fault, and there will usually be any number of
voices calling out to us: 'Save yourself!'

When you are hurt - take revenge, refuse to forgive.

When you are wrongly accused - criticize others, justify yourself.
When you are insecure - hoard riches, refuse to share.

When you fear pregnancy - contracept, abort.

When you feel threatened - shoot, destroy, eliminate.

We must remember the truth which kept Christ on the Cross - the man who saves his life will lose it. We must let God do the saving.
We have only to keep still, to do his will, to keep his commandments and he will save us. Christ is our king - our meek, humble,
gentle, powerless King. May we be his true subjects- Fr. John Speekman.

God’s blessings Fr. Vince



Entrance Antiphon:

How worthy is the Lamb who was slain,

to receive power and divinity,

and wisdom and strength and honour.

To him belong glory and power for ever and ever.

First reading: 2 Samuel 5:1-3
They anointed David king of Israel.

All the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron.
‘Look’ they said ‘we are your own flesh and blood. In
days past when Saul was our king, it was you who
led Israel in all their exploits; and the Lord said to
you, “You are the man who shall be shepherd of my
people Israel, you shall be the leader of Israel.” So
all the elders of Israel came to the king at Hebron,
and King David made a pact with them at Hebron in
the presence of the Lord, and they anointed David
king of Israel.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 121:1-5
R: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

I rejoiced when | heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’

And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. R

Jerusalem is built as a city
strongly compact.

Itis there that the tribes go up,
the tribes of the Lord. R

For Israel’s law it is,

there to praise the Lord’s name.

There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David. R

Second reading: Colossians 1:12-20
He has taken us into the kingdom of his beloved Son.

We give thanks to the Father who has made it
possible for you to join the saints and with them to
inherit the light.

Because that is what he has done: he has taken us
out of the power of darkness and created a place for
us in the kingdom of the Son that he loves, and in
him, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins.

He is the image of the unseen God

and the first-born of all creation,

for in him were created

all things in heaven and on earth:

everything visible and everything invisible,
Thrones, Dominations, Sovereignties, Powers -
all things were created through him and for him.

Before anything was created, he existed,
and he holds all things in unity.

Now the Church is his body,

he is its head.

As he is the Beginning,

he was first to be born from the dead,

so that he should be first in every way;

because God wanted all perfection

to be found in him

and all things to be reconciled through him and for
him,

everything in heaven and everything on earth,

when he made peace

by his death on the cross.

Gospel Acclamation:

Alleluia, Alleluia!

Blessed is he who inherits the kingdom of David our
Father; blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 23:35-43

Lord remember me when you come into your
kingdom.

The people stayed there before the cross watching
Jesus. As for the leaders, they jeered at him. ‘He
saved others,’ they said ‘let him save himself if he is
the Christ of God, the Chosen One.” The soldiers
mocked him too, and when they approached to offer
vinegar they said, ‘If you are the king of the Jews,
save yourself.” Above him there was an inscription:
‘This is the King of the Jews.’

One of the criminals hanging there abused him. ‘Are
you not the Christ?’ he said. ‘Save yourself and us as
well.” But the other spoke up and rebuked him. ‘Have
you no fear of God at all?’ he said, ‘You got the same
sentence as he did, but in our case we deserved it:
we are paying for what we did. But this man has done
nothing wrong. Jesus,” he said ‘remember me when
you come into your kingdom.’ ‘Indeed, | promise you,’
he replied ‘today you will be with me in paradise.’

Communion Antiphon:

The Lord sits as King for ever.
The Lord will bless his people with peace.



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

THE PROMISE: ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
DAILY REFLECTIONS 2025

You are invited to attend the
Advent Prayer Meeting every
Tuesday at 7pm, commencing 25/11/2025.
We will follow the book
The Promise: Advent & Christmas Daily Reflections 2025
] Available in the Parish: $10.00 each, limited stock.

Your local Rydalmere Conference of
St Vincent de Paul Society will be selling
2026 Columban Calendars: $10.00 each

Christmas Card Pack: $10.00 each
on Saturday 29/11/25 & Sunday 30/11/25
Proceeds go to our St Vincent de Paul
Rydalmere Conference clients.

Thank you for your support.

Advent Prayer Meeting

« UNDER THE STARS
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* *
- St. Maximilian Kolbe’s Triumph of the Heart -
The Young Adults Group are hosting an outdoor cinema experience to screen the
recently released ‘Triumph of the Heart’
based on the final days of Saint Maximilian Kolbe
in the starvation bunker at the Auchwitz death camp.

It depicts how he volunteered to take the place of another man, and how he spiritually
led nine other condemned prisoners in their final days through hope and faith,
including his triumph over evil.

The movie night will be held on Friday, 28th of November at 7pm
on the St Mary’s School grounds.

Please enter via Gate 4 beside the church hall. BYO chair and snacks! Everyone is welcome

and we’d encourage you to bring along your family and friends for what will be an excellent evening!

Please note, the film is not suitable for children.
If you have any questions, please contact Dan Cakarun on 0435 074 821.
We look forward to seeing you then!

Tuesdays: 7pm
Second Rite Reconciliation

Tuesday, 9th December: 7pm
Christmas Masses

Christmas Eve, 24th December: 5:30pm - Vigil Mass
9pm - Vigil Mass
(Please note there will be NO Midnight Mass)

Christmas Day, 25th December: 8am - Mass

10am - Mass

Friday, 26th December: No Mass
Saturday, 27th December:
Sunday Masses

Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 pm / Sunday 8am & 10am

No Morning Mass

Let us pray for the...

Ol ellbeing & Flealty

George Asic Younis Family Kaz Seremet
Cristina Assuncao  Eric Flores Sheila Tapiador
Mario Borsellino Lorna Lagarto Hayden Thomson
Maree Buttenshaw Rey Legaspi Alexander Velasquez

Kath Clinton
Margaret Constable
Patrick Coughlan

Al Alam Family

Bruce Moore
Romenda McGregor PiaYlagan
Anthony D’Mello
Rosemary Romeo

Alan Tracy Villarosa

Recatly Deceased — Comiversaries
FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION
Individual names of our beloved departed
will not be published in the bulletin for
the month of November. The masses
throughout this month will be offered for
everyone in the Book of Life.

PARISH ROSTERS

29/30 Nov 2025

Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters Cleaning Altar
Operators Servers Ministry Society
Sat Vigil 5.30pm  George Davidson Eli Ogrizek Harriet S Sr Maureen David Boulous Sue Galletto  Pam McKay
T Michelle Acharya Zachary C Sue Farrar Sue Boulous Annabel Manlutac
Jacob K Gail Dick
Sun 8.00am  Glenys Oxlee Chris Twomey Maya R Lina & Eric Flores Lynette Rodrigues Maria Dowling
Maree Twomey TaraC Michael Clark Dominic Rodrigues Rozz Morris
Ava M
Sun10.00am Vartguess Markarian ~ Sam Markarian Savannah S-F  Lynette Rodrigues
Marco Tapiador Madison A Dominic Rodrigues
06/07 Dec 2025
Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters Cleaning_ Altar
Operators Servers Ministry Society
Sat Vigil 5.30pm Thomas Russo Sue & Len Farrugia Oscar G Diane O’Shea David & Sue Monica Jung Lily Hon
Lynette Rodrigues Ruby P Michelle Acharya  Boulous 0. Ham
. . Maria Greenfield
Sun 8.00am Christopher Younis ~ Jodie MacGregor Mava R Barbara Rosario Lawrence Tsang
Anton Fernando y Lina & Eric Flores
. . i . 9 .
Sun10.00am  Eddie Appleby Jessica Tapiador Ava E Evglyn Artiaga Children’s Liturgy  Sunday 7/12/2025 at 10am
Tinaye Makoni Isabella C Elaine Gade
Isabella N

Tashnie & Tashen W




PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

ZUMBA
MORE THAN A CLASS
“RYDALMEN”
A COMMUNITY Building up fellowship
among men

of different age brackets
Meets on The Third

Thursday of every Month

Where: Parish Meeting Room
Time: 7:15pm for

7:30pm to 9:00pm

What to Bring: Small plate
of nibbles (Optional)

Next Meeting: 18/12/2025

Join our Zumba Group
every Saturday 9am at
St. Mary's Hall Rydalmere $12

Contact Ruth 0412 341112

This weekend our parish is proud to support
our Bishop’s Christmas Appeal.
Donations are tax deductible. Please give generously.
Many individuals and families are carrying grief, stress and uncertainty -
wrestling with the rising cost-of-living, unstable work and the heartbreak of

losing a loved one. In these places of heaviness, our Catholic Care Grief and
Loss counsellors walk beside people with patience, skill and compassion.

Through your Christmas gift, you’ll help fund counselling sessions, develop
tailored care plans, and support the ongoing training that empowers our team
to reach more families in need. Your generosity opens the doors of hope for
the broken-hearted, ensuring that no one in our community grieves alone.

Let us spread love and hope to
grieving hearts by giving
generously via the giving

envelopes provided.
Thank you.

OPEN THE DOORS
OF HOPE TO

GRIEVING HEARTS
THIS CHRISTMAS

Confrrmainc

Cucharist

RCIA

...a journey in faith

Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults
RCIA has commenced and is now held
every Monday at 6pm-7pm in the parish meeting room.

The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is the journey
through which adults prepare to enter the Catholic Church.

If you or someone you know is interested in learning more and
joining the Catholic faith, please contact our RCIA Coordinators:
Nazli Guler on 0426 243 016 orJessica Tapiador on 0403 201 252.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Join Us for Our Monthly Parish Lunch!

Dear Parishioners,

We’re excited to invite you to our Monthly Parish Lunch!
This is a wonderful opportunity to gather once a month
to enjoy great company and good food.

Each one pays for their own meal and drinks.
Sunday 30 November - 11:30am
Sunday 21 December - 11:30am

When:

Where: The Family Inn

Everyone is welcome—bring your family and friends!
This initiative aims to foster fellowship and strengthen
our community ties.
For more details and/or to RSVP contact Allison on 0411 013 032.
Looking forward to seeing everyone there!
If you would like to attend our next lunch, you are invited to

write your name on the sheet located at the back of the church,

this is to assist Allison with the booking reservation.

WEEKDAY MASSES

SUNDAY MASSES

ADORATION (EXPOSITION)

Tue - Wed - Thu - Fri - Sat 9:15 am
Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Every Wednesday 7:00pm

ROSARY at 3:00pm on the last Saturday

Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 pm
Sunday 8:00 am & 10:00 am

Saturday 8:30 am

of every month at Ermington Shopping
Centre (near the Post Office).

BAPTISM
RECONCILIATION 1st & 3rd Sunday of the
Saturday 8:30 am - 9:00 am Month 11:30 am

PARISH TEAM

Fr- Vincent Savarimuthu Maritza Graciela

Parish Priest Parish Secretary

Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri
10am to 5pm

Sacramental Coordinator: Lynette Rodrigues
Diane O’Shea

Allison Markarian

Catechists Coordinator:
Childrens Liturgy Coordinator:

Deacon Leon Lectors Coordinator: Glenys Oxlee

Finance Secretary Senior Server Coordinator: Anton Massillamany

Thur
10am to 2pm

Finance Chairman: Ron Della Vedova

St Vincent De Paul President: Ron Della Vedova

Rydalmen Coordinator: Mark Bannister

Social Celebrations Coordinator: Nancy Grugan

PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Mary's Primary School

1 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere NSW 2116

Ph: (02) 8844 5700

Email: StMarysRydal@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Richard Blissenden

St. Patrick's Marist College

171 Kirby Street, Dundas NSW 2117

Ph: (02) 8841 7900

Email: stpatsdundas@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Paul Ryan




