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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT Sunday, 30 November 2025

THEREFORE, PREPARING YOUR MINDS FOR ACTION, AND BEING SOBER-MINDED,
SET YOUR HOPE FULLY ON THE GRACE THAT WILL BE BROUGHT TO YOU

AT THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST.
1PETER 1:13

We are reaching the end of the calendar year, but Advent marks the very beginning of the Church’s year. As always,
we enter this season looking ahead. We prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ at Christmas, and we wait in hope
and expectation for his second coming.

The readings for this first Sunday of Advent overflow with rich imagery that alerts us to be vigilant and make this a
truly holy season. It is a time to walk with God by seeking peace, throwing off the works of darkness, and staying
awake, always ready to meet the Lord.

The prophet Isaiah foresees that all nations will come to the Lord’s Mountain, hear God’s word, respond by beating
their swords into ploughshares, and never train for war again. Their new use for the tools draws us back to the
Garden of Eden where people lived in harmony with God, each other, and all of creation (Gen 2:28-25). Division
occurred in Genesis 3 when people followed the words of a creature, hid from God, and blamed another (Gen 3:1-
13). Through lIsaiah, God invites people to “walk in the light of the Lord” by joyfully embracing the vision of the
world portrayed in Genesis 2 and overcoming the division.

Paul invites people to wake up. His positive references to light and day take us back to the Bible’s opening verses
where God’s first act was to create light, which was good, separate light from the darkness that covered the earth
then name the light “day” (Gen 1:3-5). In Genesis, light came from God. Paul was familiar with scripture and, for him,
staying awake is to choose to live as people of daytime who are “in the light.”

Today’s Gospel starts with Jesus speaking about the people who died in the great flood. They were ordinary people,
like you and me, going about their everyday business. There is nothing inherently wrong with the way they behaved
but Jesus believes they were asleep. What made Noah different? Genesis 6-9 shows that Noah was open to hearing
the divine word and trusted God to the point that he could act upon the unusual and even unsettling instructions.
Here, being awake is being able to discern God’s will and act upon it, even if it is surprising.

It is no surprise that at the beginning of Advent and the new liturgical year we are invited to examine our lives,
especially our relationship with God, and perform any necessary resets. (Excerpts edited from the reflections of
Katherine Jelavic and Fr. James Kroeger)

*A midwife, exhausted after a long shift, was about to go home when she was asked to stay with a family whose
baby was stillborn. Despite her fatigue, she listened to her heart and stayed, providing comfort and presence
through the night. This story exemplifies "staying awake" as a commitment to compassionate action, choosing to
be present for others in their time of need even when it is physically demanding.

*Author Mark Nepo, informed by his journey through cancer, writes about the courage it takes to "stay awake" to
life's experiences, both joyful and painful. His work suggests that wakefulness is not a permanent state but a
practice of returning to awareness, holding paradoxes in our hearts, and embracing the "gift it is to be here" in
every moment.

Spiritual writers like Henri Nouwen emphasize "active waiting," which is not passive stagnation but a time for
alertness, hope, and working with what God is doing now. This perspective encourages believers to use the waiting
periods of life for spiritual growth and “to look forward, to wait for” God's promises with anticipation, rather than
anxiety.

Heartfelt blessings for a fruitful Advent! Fr. Vince



Entrance Antiphon:

To you, | lift up my soul, O my God.

In you, | have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me;

and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

First reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in
the kingdom of God.

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz,

concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In the days to come

the mountain of the Temple of the Lord

shall tower above the mountains

and be lifted higher than the hills.

All the nations will stream to it,

peoples without number will come to it; and they
will say:

‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord,
to the Temple of the God of Jacob

that he may teach us his ways

so that we may walk in his paths;

since the Law will go out from Zion,

and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem.’

He will wield authority over the nations

and adjudicate between many peoples;

these will hammer their swords into ploughshares,
their spears into sickles.

Nation will not lift sword against nation,

there will be no more training for war.

O House of Jacob, come,

let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 121:1-2, 4-5, 6-9
R: Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

| rejoiced when | heard them say:
‘Let us go to God’s house.’

And now our feet are standing
within your gates, O Jerusalem. R

Itis there that the tribes go up,

the tribes of the Lord.

For Israel’s law it is,

there to praise the Lord’s name.

There were set the thrones of judgement
of the house of David. R

For the peace of Jerusalem pray:
‘Peace be to your homes!

May peace reign in your walls,

in your palaces, peace! R

For love of my brethren and friends
| say: ‘Peace upon you!

For love of the house of the Lord

| will ask for your good. R
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Second reading: Romans 13:11-14
The time has come, our salvation is near.

You know ‘the time’ has come: you must wake up
now: our salvation is even nearer than it was when
we were converted. The night is almost over, it will be
daylight soon - let us give up all the things we prefer
to do under cover of the dark; let us arm ourselves
and appear in the light. Let us live decently as people
do in the daytime: no drunken orgies, no promiscuity
or licentiousness, and no wrangling or jealousy. Let
your armour be the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia!

Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.

Alleluia!

Gospel: Matthew 24:37-44
Stay awake, you must be ready.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As it was in Noah’s day, so
will it be when the Son of Man comes. For in those
days before the Flood people were eating, drinking,
taking wives, taking husbands, right up to the day
Noah went into the ark, and they suspected nothing
till the Flood came and swept all away. It will be like
this when the Son of Man comes. Then of two men in
the fields one is taken, one left; of two women at the
millstone grinding, one is taken, one left.

‘So stay awake, because you do not know the day
when your master is coming. You may be quite sure
of this that if the householder had known at what
time of the night the burglar would come, he would
have stayed awake and would not have allowed
anyone to break through the wall of his house.
Therefore, you too must stand ready because the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.’

Communion Antiphon:

The Lord will bestow his bounty,
and our earth shall yield its increase.

THE PROMISE: ADVENT & CHRISTMAS

DAILY REFLECTIONS 2025

You are invited to attend the
Advent Prayer Meeting

every Tuesday at 7pm
We will follow the book

The Promise: Advent & Christmas Daily Reflections 2025
Available in the Parish: $10.00 each, limited stock.




PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

Proceeds go to our

AVAILABLE THIS WEEKEND
Your local Rydalmere Conference of
St Vincent de Paul Society will be selling
2026 Columban Calendars: $10.00 each
Christmas Card Pack: $10.00 each

Rydalmere Conference clients.

St Vincent de Paul

THE 8am & 10am MASS
To give you the opportunity
to see what has been

achieved to date.
Ron Della Vedova
Chairman of Parish Finance Committee,
and member of the Parish Pastoral Council.

Congratulations to Sue Farrar
on receiving a Papal Blessing
for her 20 years of commitment
in her role as Catechist in our Parish.
Thank You Sue for the great care and dedication
you give to the children, in the State School.

Thank you for your support.
SITE TOUR OF THE NEW BUILDING Together as a faith
THIS SUNDAY AFTER filled community
building for the future

A NEXT SVDP
§ CONFERENCE
MEETING

on Tuesday 2/12/2025
at7pm
in the Parish Meeting Room
New members are welcome.

Christmas Choir

rehearsals for the 9pm Christmas Eve Mass

We welcome you all to come along
and join us at rehearsals, on
Monday 15/12/2025 & Monday 22/12/2025
at 7.30pm in the Parish.
For any enquiries about joining/singing,
please contact Catherine on 0417 060 021

Advent Prayer Meeting

Tuesdays: 7pm
Second Rite Reconciliation

Tuesday, 9th December: 7pm

Christmas Masses

Christmas Eve, 24th December: 5:30pm - Vigil Mass

9pm - Vigil Mass

(Please note there will be NO Midnight Mass)

Christmas Day, 25th December:

Friday, 26th December:
Saturday, 27th December:

8am - Mass
10am - Mass

No Mass

No Morning Mass

Sunday Masses
Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 pm / Sunday 8am & 10am

Let us pray for the...

Ol ellbeing & Fealty

George Asic Younis Family

Cristina Assuncao  Eric Flores
Mario Borsellino Lorna Lagarto
Maree Buttenshaw Rey Legaspi

Kath Clinton
Margaret Constable

Bruce Moore
Romenda McGregor

Kaz Seremet

Sheila Tapiador
Hayden Thomson
Alexander Velasquez
Alan Tracy Villarosa

Deceased

Mitchell Clayton

Our deepest condolences
and prayers go out to the
family of our dearly beloved,
long-term parishioner

COuviversatics

FOR YOUR KIND ATTENTION
Individual names of our beloved
departed will not be published in

the bulletin for the month of

November. The masses throughout
this month will be offered for
everyone in the Book of Life.

' Pia Ylagan Greg Hyde
Patrick Coughlan Anthony D’Mello S WS .
Al Alam Family Rosemary Romeo
06/07 Dec 2025
Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters Cleaning_ Altar
Operators Servers Ministry Society
Sat Vigil 5.30pm Thomas Russo Sue & Len Farrugia Oscar G Diane O’Shea David & Sue Monica Jung Lily Hon
Lynette Rodrigues Ruby P Michelle Acharya  Boulous 0. Ham
. . Maria Greenfield
Sun 8.00am Christopher Younis ~ Jodie MacGregor Maya R Barbara Rosario Lawrence Tsang
Anton Fernando Lina & Eric Flores
Sun10.00am  Eddie Appleby Jessica Tapiador AvaE Evelyn Artiaga Children’s Liturgy  Sunday 7/12/2025 at 10am
Tinaye Makoni Isabella C Elaine Gade
Isabella N

Tashnie & Tashen W

13/14 Dec 2025
Computer Lectors Altar EMHC Counters
Operators Servers
Sat Vigil 5.30pm Eric Flores Eli Ogrizek Harriet S Susan Boulos Kathleen Burrows
T Anne-Marie Hewkins  Jacob K Kathy Saad
Sun 8.00am  Anne Fernando Ron Della Vedova Bridget R Barbara Rosario Frank Camilleri
Glenys Oxlee TaraC Helen Wong
. Avril L
Sun 10.00am Vartguess Markarian  |orna Argal Ava M Sheila Tapiador Lawn and Garden

Khush Jilla Savannah S-F Elaine Gade

Amelia |

Cleaning_
Ministry

Altar
Society

Susan Boulous Therese Ball
& Family Lesley Long

Romeo Urqueza




PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

Vinnies Christmas Appeal

St Vincent de Paul Society
‘ A

The Rydalmere Conference of
St Vincent de Paul Society will hold their

annual Christmas Appeal next weekend
Money raised will fund the Christmas Hampers
and Gift Cards for the needy in the Parish.
We ask you to be supportive and generous
to this appeal, together we can be agents of joy, helping
those in need to enjoy the celebration of Christmas.
“For it is by giving that we receive”
- St. Francis of Assisi

-THANK YOU

FOR HELPING HEAL
THE BROKEN-HEARTED
/THIS CHRISTMAS

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal

Thank you so much for your generous support of our Bishop’s Christmas
Appeal, which helps Catholic Care provide counselling and comfort to
grieving hearts this Christmas. Your generosity opens the doors of hope,
ensuring that no one in our community grieves alone.

For those who haven’t had a chance to donate, please complete the giving
envelope, donations over $2 are tax-deductible and will be receipted.
Your kindness provides professional counselling, tailored care plans
and the training that equips our team to serve
with wisdom and compassion. Thank you.

ZUMBA
MORE THAN A CLASS
“RYDALMEN”
A COMMUNITY Building up fellowship
among men

of different age brackets
Meets on The Third
Thursday of every Month
Where: Parish Meeting Room
Time: 7:15pm for
7:30pm to 9:00pm
What to Bring: Small plate
of nibbles (Optional)
Next Meeting: 18/12/2025

Join our Zumba Group
every Saturday 9am at
St. Mary's Hall Rydalmere $12
Contact Ruth 0412 341112

Join Us for Our Monthly Parish Lunch!

Dear Parishioners,

We’re excited to invite you to our Monthly Parish Lunch!
This is a wonderful opportunity to gather once a month
to enjoy great company and good food.

Each one pays for their own meal and drinks.

When: Sunday 30 November - 11:30am

Sunday 21 December - 11:30am
Where: The Family Inn

Everyone is welcome—bring your family and friends!
This initiative aims to foster fellowship and strengthen
our community ties.
For more details and/or to RSVP contact Allison on 0411 013 032.
Looking forward to seeing everyone there!
If you would like to attend our next lunch, you are invited to

write your name on the sheet located at the back of the church,

this is to assist Allison with the booking reservation.

WEEKDAY MASSES

SUNDAY MASSES

ADORATION (EXPOSITION)

Tue - Wed - Thu - Fri - Sat 9:15 am
Novena to our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Every Wednesday 7:00pm

ROSARY at 3:00pm on the last Saturday

Saturday (Vigil) 5:30 pm
Sunday 8:00 am & 10:00 am

Saturday 8:30 am

of every month at Ermington Shopping
Centre (near the Post Office).

BAPTISM
RECONCILIATION 1st & 3rd Sunday of the
Saturday 8:30 am - 9:00 am Month 11:30 am

PARISH TEAM

Fr- Vincent Savarimuthu Maritza Graciela

Parish Priest Parish Secretary

Tue/Wed/Thur/Fri
10am to 5pm

Sacramental Coordinator: Lynette Rodrigues
Diane O’Shea

Allison Markarian

Catechists Coordinator:
Childrens Liturgy Coordinator:

Deacon Leon Lectors Coordinator: Glenys Oxlee

Finance Secretary Senior Server Coordinator: Anton Massillamany

Thur
10am to 2pm

Finance Chairman: Ron Della Vedova

St Vincent De Paul President: Ron Della Vedova

Rydalmen Coordinator: Mark Bannister

Social Celebrations Coordinator: Nancy Grugan

PARISH SCHOOLS

St. Mary's Primary School

1 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere NSW 2116

Ph: (02) 8844 5700

Email: StMarysRydal@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Richard Blissenden

St. Patrick's Marist College

171 Kirby Street, Dundas NSW 2117

Ph: (02) 8841 7900

Email: stpatsdundas@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Paul Ryan




