
The Advent season is a time of preparation that directs our hearts and minds to
Christ’s second coming at the end of time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth
on Christmas. From the earliest days of the Church, people have been fascinated by
Jesus’ promise to come back. But the scripture readings during Advent tell us not to
waste our time with predictions. Advent is not about speculation. Our Advent
readings call us to be alert and ready, not weighted down and distracted by the cares
of this world (Lk 21:34-36).

Like Lent, the liturgical colour for Advent is purple since both are seasons that
prepare us for great feast days. Advent also includes an element of penance in the
sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the full joy of Christmas.
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This Sunday’s Readings
Entrance Antiphon: 
To you, I lift up my soul, O my God. In you, I have trusted; let me not be put to shame.
Nor let my enemies exult over me; and let none who hope in you be put to shame.

First Reading: Isaiah 63: 16-17, 64: 1,3-8
You, Lord, yourself are our Father, ‘Our Redeemer’ is your ancient name. Why, Lord, leave us to stray
from your ways and harden our hearts against fearing you? Return, for the sake of your servants, the
tribes of your inheritance. Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down! – at your Presence
the mountains would melt. No ear has heard, no eye has seen any god but you act like this for those who
trust him. You guide those who act with integrity and keep your ways in mind. You were angry when we
were sinners; we had long been rebels against you. We were all like men unclean, all that integrity of ours
like filthy clothing. We have all withered like leaves and our sins blew us away like the wind. No one
invoked your name or roused himself to catch hold of you. For you hid your face from us and gave us up
to the power of our sins. And yet, Lord, you are our Father; we the clay, you the potter, we are all the work
of your hand.

TO shepherd of Israel, hear us,
 shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
 O Lord, come to our help.

God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
 look down from heaven and see.
Visit this vine and protect it,
 the vine your right hand has planted.

May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
 the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again;
give us life that we may call upon your name.

Responsorial Psalm: 79(80):2-3, 15-16,18-19
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace.
I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have received through Jesus Christ. I thank him that you
have been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers and preachers; the witness to Christ has
indeed been strong among you so that you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you are
waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and without blame until the
last day, the day of our Lord Jesus Christ, because God by calling you has joined you to his Son, Jesus
Christ; and God is faithful.

Gospel: Mark 13:33-37
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace.
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Be on your guard, stay awake, because you never know when the time will
come. It is like a man travelling abroad: he has gone from home, and left his servants in charge, each with
his own task; and he has told the doorkeeper to stay awake. So stay awake, because you do not know
when the master of the house is coming, evening, midnight, cockcrow, dawn; if he comes unexpectedly,
he must not find you asleep. And what I say to you I say to all: Stay awake!’

Communion Antiphon: Psalm 84:13
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace.
The Lord will bestow his bounty, and our earth shall yield its increase.



PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS

Parish Christmas Choir
Practice for Christmas Eve Mass will
continue on Monday 4th December

7:30pm. New Members Welcome.

Men's Rosary
1st Saturday of the Month

10:30am
Prince Alfred Square

Parramatta

2nd December 2023

Parishioner Registration & Recommitment Form
To register or update your details, scan this QR Code

Volunteers Needed

Acolytes
Altar Society/ Linens
Lawns & Gardening

Consider volunteering your
time and talents to one of
the following ministries:

Hope

First Advent Candle

Hope
The first candle is purple, the
primary color of Advent and a
color symbolizing royalty.
Sometimes called the “Prophecy
Candle,” the first candle calls us
back to Isaiah’s foretelling of the
birth of Christ and all of the
promises God gave us in the Old
Testament that would be fulfilled
by the birth of Jesus.     
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PARISH SCHOOLS

PARISH DIRECTORY
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St. Patrick's Marist College
171 Kirby Street, Dundas NSW 2117
Ph: (02) 8841 7900
Email: stpatsdundas@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Paul Ryan

St. Mary's Primary School
1 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere NSW 2116
Ph: (02) 8844 5700
Email: StMarysRydal@parra.catholic.edu.au
Principal: Mr. Richard Blissenden

Parish Administrator
Fr. John Hogan

Church: 4 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere          

Office:    2 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere
Email:     admin@holymary.org.au
Phone:    (02) 9684 1541
Website: www.holymary.org.au

Jodie MacGregor
Parish Secretary

Blake Bano 
Parish Secretary

Susie Lee 
Finance Officer

Monday, 4th Dec @ 7:30pm
St. Patrick’s Cathedral

7-8th December
Rosebank College 


