if there were not, I should have told you.
I am now going to prepare a place for you,
and after I have gone and prepared you a
place,
I shall return to take you with me;
so that where 1 am
you may be too.
You know the way to the place where I am
going.’
Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where
you are going, so how can we know the
way?’ Jesus said:
‘I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.
No one can come to the Father except
through me.
If you know me, you know my Father too.
From this moment you know him and
have seen him.’

Philip said, ‘Lord, let us see the Father and " R. And with your spixit.

then we shall be satisfied.” ‘Have I been with
you all this time, Philip,” said Jesus to him
‘and you still do not know me?
“To have seen me is to have seen the Father,
so how can you say, “Let us see the Father”?
Do you not believe
that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me?
The words I say to you I do not speak as
from myself:
it is the Father, living in me, who is doing
this work.
You must believe me when I say
that I am in the Father and the Father is
in me;
believe it on the evidence of this work, if
for no other reason.
‘T tell you most solemnly,
whoever believes in me
will perform the same worls as I do myself,
he will perform even greater works,
because I am going to the Father’

The Gospel of the Loxd.
R. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED
Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. / I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
LITURGY OF THE EU
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After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

- COMMUNION ANTIPHON

- R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

- P. O God, who by the wonderful exchange
~ effected in this sacrifice have made us

. partakers of the one supreme Godhead,

. grant, we pray, that, as we have come to

know your truth, we may make it ours by a
worthy way of life. Through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

. THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
R. We lift them up to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

- R. It is right and just.

PREFACE 1-V OF EASTER

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna
in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: We proclaim your Death, O Lord,

- and profess your Resurrection
¢ until you come again.

P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven ...

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray...

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said...

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD
All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins

. of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

cf. Jn15:1,5
I am the true vine and you are the
branches, says the Lord.

Whoever remains in me, and I in him,
bears fruit in plenty, alleluja.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Graciously be present to your people,

we pray, O Lord, and lead those you have
imbued with heavenly mysteries to pass from
former ways to newness of life. Through
Christ our Lord.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, ¥ and the Holy
Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go in peace.

R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
OPEN TO CHANGE

Living with change is often uncomfortable
and unsettling. Ways of acting and
seeing things no longer work as they
once did. We look for direction and a
sure guide, to know how to act in the
present, and plan for the future. It may
be a source of comfort to know that the
early Church faced many challenges and
needed to adapt to changing situations
and contexts. The very growth of the
community in Jerusalem had created
its own problems and the apostles were
stretched thin.
groups were disadvantaged. It was a

Consequently, some
moment of tension and decision which
led the apostles to call for deacons to
be appointed so that the needs of the
poor, and the need for the word to be
proclaimed, would both be satisfied.
When Jesus spoke of his coming departure
the disciples were rightly fearful. How
would they manage without Jesus’
presence to guide them? They felt ill-
prepared for such change and distrustful
of their own ability to find the right path.
Addressing this dilemma, Jesus reminds
them that his departure is how God will
open the way to a future that they have
not yet dared to imagine.

To deal with changes creatively we need
a solid core on which we can rely. Peter
stresses that steadfastness in the face
of opposition and misunderstanding is
an essential requirement in the life of a
disciple. For others Jesus is a stumbling
block, but for believers he is a precious
stone. In a constantly changing world,
there is one firm foundation, and we are
called to trust in him and sing his praises.
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OUR SUNDAY CELEBRATION

FirtH SUNDAY OF EASTER / A

I AM THE WAY. In every age there are people who claim to know the way to a full |
and happy life. Often their ideas flourish for a while and then fade. But there is one

way to the fullness of life that has stood the test of time — and that way is Jesus. If we
follow Jesus, the Way, we will come to the fullness of life and truth, and communicate

this life to others.

“TOF

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Ps 97:1-2
O sing a new song to the Lord, for he has
worked wonders; in the sight of the nations
he has shown his deliverance, alleluia.

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
the love of God, and the communjon of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of heart:
Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P, You came to call sinners: Christ, have mercy.
R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to

everlasting life.
R. Amen.

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest, / and on
carth peace to people of good will. / We
praise you, / we bless you, / we adore

you, / we glorify you, / we give you thanks
for your great glory, / Loxrd God, heavenly
King, / O God, almighty Father. / Loxrd
Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, / Lord
God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, /
you take away the sins of the world, /
have mercy on us; / you take away the sins

of the world, / receive our prayer; / you are .
. just; / for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. /
. Give thanks to the Lord upon the harp, /

seated at the right hand of the Father, /
have mercy on us. / For you alone are the
Holy One, / you alone are the Lord, / you
alone are the Most High, / Jesus Christ, /
with the Holy Spirit, / in the glory of God
the Father. / Amen.

COLLECT

P. Almighty ever-living God, constantly
accomplish the paschal Mystery within us,
that those you were pleased to make new in
Holy Baptism may, under your protective

care, bear much fruit and come to the joys of

. life eternal. Through our Lord Jesus Christ,

your Son, who lives and reigns with you in

* the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, for ever

and ever.
R. Amen.

FIRST READING Acts 6:1-7
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

They clected seven men filled with the Spirit
and wisdom.

About this time, when the number of disciples

¢ wasincreasing, the Hellenists made a complaint
. against the Hebrews: in the daily distribution
. their own widows were being overlooked. So

the Twelve called a full meeting of the disciples
and addressed them, ‘It would not be right for
us to neglect the word of God so as to give out
food; you, brothers, must select from among

i yourselves seven men of good reputation,
. filled with the Spirit and with wisdom; we will
. hand over this duty to them, and continue to

devote ourselves to prayer and to the service

. of the word.” The whole assembly approved of
¢ this proposal and elected Stephen, a man full

of faith and of the Holy Spirit, together with
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas,
and Nicolaus of Antioch, a convert to Judaism.
They presented these to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them.

The word of the Lord continued to spread:
the number of disciples in Jerusalem was
greatly increased, and a large group of priests
made their submission to the faith.

The word of the Lord.

- R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19. R. v. 22
R. Lord, let your mercy be on us, as we

. place our trust in you. (or Alleluia!)

1. Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you

with a ten-stringed lute sing him songs. R.

: 2. For the word of the Lord is faithful / and
* all his works to be trusted. / The Lord loves

© justice and right / and fills the earth with his
- love. R.

3. The Lord looks on those who revere
him, / on those who hope in his love, / to
rescue their souls from death, / to keep them
alive in famine. R.
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SECOND READING

1 Pet 2:4-9
A reading from the first letter of St Peter

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men
but chosen by God and precious to him;
set yourselves close to him so that you too,
the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual
sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made
acceptable to God, may be living stones
making a spiritual house. As scripture says:
See how I lay in Zion a precious cornerstone
that I have chosen and the man who rests
his trust on it will not be disappointed.
That means that for you who are believers,
it is precious; but for unbelievers, the stone
rejected by the builders has proved to be the
keystone, a stone to stumble over, a rock
to bring men down. They stumble over it
because they do not believe in the word; it
was the fate in store for them.

But you are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set
apart to sing the praises of God who called
you out of the darkness into his wonderful
light.

The word of the Lord.

R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION In14:6
Alleluia, alleluia! /T am the way, the
truth, and the life, says the Lord; / no
one comes to the Father, except through
me. / Alleluia!

GOSPEL
P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit.
P. A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.
R. Glory to you, O Lord.
I am the way, the truth, and the life.
Jesus said to his disciples:

‘Do not let your hearts be troubled.

Trust in God still, and trust in me.

There are many rooms in my Father’s house;

Jn 14:1-12
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HOLY NAME OF MARY PARISH
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Administrator: Fr. Chadi Ibrahim

St Mary’s School: Mr. Richard Blissenden
St Patrick’s Marist: Mr. Paul Ryan

MASS TIMES
ISUNDAY EUCHARIST: Saturday Vigil 5.30pm

Sunday 7.30am & 10.00am
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST: Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am

RYDALMEN
Our men’s group next gathers on Wednesday 10" May at
— 7.15pm for 7.30pm start in the Parish
‘ meeting room. Contact details:

shane.young@ozemail.com.au,
! 1 0432 815 165.

CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL PENTECOST
CELEBRATIONS

Please join the Catholic Charismatic Renewal NSW &
Parramatta in celebrating Pentecost 2023 with an uplifting,
inspiring encouraging Holy Spirit afternoon of Praise &
Worship, Testimonies, Hearing the Word of God, and Prayer
Ministry. Date Saturday 27th May 23, venue Servants of
Jesus Centre 15 Park Road Seven Hills. Time 2pm-5.30pm.
Enquiries 9810 2499.

MARY MACKILLOP PILGRIMAGE
The Sisters of Saint Joseph have prepared an Australian
Pilgrimage, “In the Footsteps of Mary MacKillop”
commencing in Melbourne on 17
October, journeying through Victoria and
South Australia, and ending at Mary
MacKillop Place, North Sydney on 28

HAPPY MARRIAGE SEMINAR
You are invited to a free talk o~
“Happy Marriage: Faith filled 4 N y
ways to a better relationship” s Introducing:
with US speaker and author |[Bled; arlatts 1511
Chris Padgett. Hear how you
can nurture your relationship through your faith on Friday 19
May at 7:30pm at St Paul the Apostle Church, 40 Buckleys
Road, Winston Hills. Register at:

marriage@parracatholic.org

ST VINCENT DE PAUL MEETING
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 9" May at 7.30pm in the
Meeting Room. New members welcome.

POSITIONS VACANT
Communications Assistant
The Communications Team at the Diocese of Parramatta is
after an energetic Communications Assistant. The position
will suit someone who has recently finished a
Communications or Media degree.

Communications and Digital Manager
Communications and Digital Manager to create, drive and
execute the Communications and Digital strategy for the

RECONCILIATION: Saturday 2 30pm - 5.1 5om October 2023. During the pilgrimage we Catholic Church of Western Sydney and the Blue
Exposition: Wednesday and Saturday 8.30am visit many places associated with Mary M i
OSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT o . . . > : ountains.
EXP Exposition: Monday - Friday 7.00pm - 12.00am MacKillop’s life and ministry. A brochure is
BAPTISMS: 2" and 4" Sunday of month 11.30am attached to the notice board. For further Applications for the position should include:

Please Pray For

RECENTLY DECEASED:

Fr Laurie Mooney OSA - Edna Horne, Sarah Hogan (Fr John Hogan’s mother) - Allan Greenfield, John George Nicholls

Roslyn Tippetts, - Terry Ferguson.

ANNIVERSARIES:

Dawn Walsh, Roger Joseph Flood, Marica Prusac, Andre Daaboul, Violette Daaboul, John Laing - Teresa Totino,

Mary Hodgson, Fr Edmund Barry, Rosie Vivttorino, Viktoria Pustaj.

Rosters — 13/14 May

Cleaning Ministry:
Computer Operators:

INVITATION TO REGISTER FOR CPR TRAINING:
You are invited to register for an accredited CPR Course
being offered by Surf Life Saving NSW. This is being offered
as a FREE course to the Parishes of the Diocese. The course
runs for 2.5 hours and will be presented at two locations
across the Diocese.

e St Thomas Aquinas Parish, Springwood on
Saturday 13 May from 10am or
o Bishop Bede Heather Centre, Blacktown, on
Monday 5 June from 4pm.
Please contact the Parish Office for information on how to
register for the venue of your choice.

Thess Davidson & family
Vigil 5.30pm  Lynette Rodrigues
Sun. 7.30am  Christopher Younis
Sun. 10.00am Antonya Fernando
Counters: Lawrence Tsang, Frank Camilleri
Lectors: Vigil 5.30pm  Anne-Marie Hewkins, Leah Garcia
Sun. 7.30am  Astrid Kossim, Gail Dick
Sun. 10.00am Anton Fernando, Joseph Andrews

MARY HELP OF CHRISTIANS PROCESSION

20 MAY

Saturday 20 May. Mass

welcome to attend.

' Join The Servants of Mary Help of
Christians for their annual procession
ahead of the Feast of Mary, Help of
Christians, Patroness of Australia on

commence at 10am at St Peter's
Surry Hills, followed by a street
procession through to St Mary’s
Cathedral and Mass at 12pm. All are

information please contact:
national.pilgrimage@mmp.org.au or 89124818.

PALMS AUSTRALIA
Mission: Transform Lives -
theirs...and yours
A Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific
are seeking Australians from a variety-of

professions and trades to share their skills and knowledge
with those who have few other chances for training. Build
enduring global relationships while assisting sustainable,
self-reliant, community development.

On our website you can also see news including stories from
those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American
Samoa and Thailand. Please enquire further about potential
assignments for you or someone you know: RING: 02 9560
5333 or 0422 472 567 www.palms.org.au

FR PETER’S FAREWELL

If you wish to attend Fr Peter’s farewell lunch, please
complete the invitation form (near the Bulletins) and return it
in an envelope marked “Fr's Peter's lunch” with CASH
PAYMENT ONLY to collectors after Masses on the
weekends of Saturday 29t April to Sunday 14t May OR it
can be handed in at the Presbytery OR be dropped in the
locked Presbytery mailbox until after 10.00am Mass 14"
May. Price covers a donation towards a gift. Drinks are not
covered in the cost of lunch, so please BYO drinks &
glasses/cups. A book for brief farewell messages is available
to sign at the door of the church.

Enquiries: Glenys Oxlee 0488 228 633

the Parish Hall on Saturday 20" from 2.00pm
would be greatly appreciated. Also, could

donations of greenery & blooms for the centre of
the tables be dropped off at that time, please.

“ELPI HELP PLEASE: Assistance with setting up
I

g

e A covering letter explaining why you are
interested in the position and why you're a
good fit.

e Curriculum Vitae.

For a confidential chat, please email your details
to parracatholicjobs@parracatholic.org

COMPUTER OPERATORS NEEDED
We are desperately short of people to operate the computer
at weekend Masses. You do not have to prepare the slides,
only run them thru PowerPoint. Training is given and you
are rostered to your usual Mass time. If you can assist
piease contact Glenys Oxlee 0488 228 633 by Saturday
20t May.

FEAST OF THE WEEK
Monday, 1 May — Saint John of Avila

Born in Almodévar del Campo, Spain, around 1500, John
experienced a deep conversion in his teens, left off his law
studies, and spent three years in
prayer before entering the seminary.
He celebrated his ordination in1562
by serving dinner to twelve poor men
in his home. Although he wanted to
go to the missions, he answered the
call of the bishop of Seville to preach
and minister throughout Andalusia
(southern Spain). John fervently
promoted holiness for both lay
persons and priests. In 2012,
Benedict XVI declared him a Doctor
of the Church — the first diocesan
priest to be so named.

“Your life consists in drawing nearer fo God. To do this you
must endeavour to detach yourself from visible things and
remember that in a short time they will be taken from you.”
St John of Avila




