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Fourth Sunday of Advent / C
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Church: 4 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere 2116
Mail: 2 Myrtle Street, Rydalmere 2116
Phone: (02)9684 1541

Email: admin@holymary.org.au
Website: www.holymary.org.au
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Parish Priest: Fr. Peter Lamont

Ass. Priest: Fr. Yong Ho Jang (Fr. Pio)

St Mary’s School: Mr. Richard Blissenden
St Patrick’s Marist: Mrs. Angela Hay

MASS TIMES
SUNDAY EUCHARIST: Saturday Vigil 5.30pm

Sunday 7.30am & 9.30am
WEEKDAY EUCHARIST: Tuesday - Saturday 9.15am
RECONCILIATION: Saturday 4.30pm - 5.15pm
IANOINTING OF SICK WITHIN MASS 1st Saturday bi monthly 9.15am

(Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct, Dec)
EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT & Exposition/Benediction: Friday 7.30pm
BENEDICTION Exposition: Wednesday & Saturday 8.30am
BAPTISMS: 2" and 4 Sunday of month 11.30am

Please Pray For

RECENTLY DECEASED:

Brad Yates, Isaac Moses, Frank Malkoun, William (Bill) Wright, Elizabeth Paricka, Yvonne Vane, Ray Martin, Carmel
Treholme, Deacon Owen Rogers, Fr Renato Paras, Issac Moses, Michael Spratt, Maureen Nicholls, Annette Herft,

Renato Banaag.

ANNIVERSARIES:

Noel Lamont, Brian Oxlee, Robbie Keegan, Tony Malkoun, Michael Saad, Katie Saad, Andree Hardy, Fred Wickman,
Wayne Williams, Bernard Otter, Bernard Griffin, Autel Basha, John Rizk, Carol Rosario, Geoff Kirby, Bernard Lourey,
Martha Abraham, Shirley Ball, Alan Ball, George Khier - Hanna Antoun, Soraya Antoun, Naziva Antoun, Shakkour
families, Kairooz Wahbe, Saba families, Lucy Hae, Colin Francis Wright, Karlo Nikolov, Ursula Kennedy, Phyllis Ryder,
Desmond Howard, Gerard Patrick Howard, Maria Martin, Ruth Rogan.

Rosters — 25/26 December

Cleaning Ministry Thess Davidson & family 7

Computer Operators Sat 9.30am Antonya Fernando T e,
Sun. 7.30am  Mary Asic o e
Sun. 9.30am  Anthony Wong gty

Counters: Lawrence Tsang, Frank Camilleri lottgeny

Lectors: Sat 9.30am Glenys Oxlee \ =)
Sun. 7.30am  Glenys Oxlee -
Sun. 9.30am  Yolanda & Romeo Urqueza

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS
The Altar Society would be grateful for
donations of Christmas Bush, Agapanthus,
etc to help decorate the church for
Christmas. Could we please have them on
Friday, 24" December before 10am in the
meeting room to be ready for Christmas.

Thank you.

ACCOMMODATION WANTED
A quiet, peace-loving elderly gentleman, fervent Catholic
and brilliant musician is seeking accommodation. Please
call Colin on 0416 710 200 if you can help in any way.

NEW ROSTERS
New Altar Society Rosters are available at the back of the
church for collection.

CHRISTMAS

2021 has been a difficult year. It is now time to look forward
to the celebration of Christmas. Christmas is the Nativity of
our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We celebrate the
beautiful mystery of the incarnation. God became man in
Christ. We are all privileged that God has taken on human
flesh in all things but sin. We also look forward to the Second
Coming when Christ will come again and bring the
consummation of the world. May the Christ child of
Bethlehem be with you all this Christmas and may we alt look
forward to a better 2022.

On behalf of Fr Pio and myself, | wish all our parishioners a
happy and holy Christmas. Fr Peter

VIGIL MASS CHRISTMAS
As Christmas falls on a Saturday, there will be NO 5.30pm
Saturday Vigil Mass or confessions celebrated that evening.

THANK YOU
Thank you to Diane O’'Shea and our Sacrament team
Michael Sobb, Sister Maureen Crick SM and the other
members of the team for their support and cooperation this
year and especially for our recent Confirmation ceremonies.
Thank you also to our musicians, readers, acolytes and all
those who assisted. Thank you.

BLUE MOUNTAINS EPIPHANY PILGRIMAGE AND
FIESTA 2022

Celebrate the Christmas season with a two-day pilgrimage
and fiesta! Choose from a classic pilgrimage experience or
family adventure pilgrimage on Sunday, 2 January then join
the family-friendly festivities at St Finbar's Parish, Glenbrook
including Mass, a festive meal and children’s movie night.
Stay overnight at St Finbar’s, then continue the celebrations
on Monday 3 January with a morning pilgrimage and Mass in
the bush. To register visit www.epiphanypilgrimage.org

PHONE RECONNECTION
)\\ Our phone has finally been reconnected. The
active landline number is 9684 2948. Temporarily
9684 1541 is NOT active. As the last resort we
have a mobile number 0484 378 103.

SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL UPDATE
Volunteers week response
We had four aspirants who indicated they would like to join
the Rydalmere Conference. Thank you for your nomination
and looking forward to your attendance at the 2022
inaugural Meeting on Tuesday the 18" January.
Christmas appeal resuit.
To date the extremely generous Rydalmere parishioners
have contributed $ 4,500 to the appeal. | am certain more
moneys will be received this week.
A heart felt thanks is extended to all for their great
generosity to those less fortunate.
Lee Malkoun’s Team
On Tuesday night our great benefactor Lee Malkoun
presented Conference with $3,600 worth of gift vouchers
which will be added to the 100 odd hampers which will be
distributed.Once again Lee many thanks for your ongoing
support for the poor and underprivileged.
Finally, God bless to all your generous givers. The Good
Lord never forgets one’s generosity and rewards it “with a
full measure well pressed down".
Have a Great Christmas full of all the Blessings and many
thanks. Ron Della Vedova

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Harper Cousin who received the
Sacrament of Baptism last Sunday.

WEEKLY ARABIC MASS
There is an Arabic Mass open to everyone in the Diocese
of Parramatta celebrated every Sunday at 7.15pm in St
Michael’s Church, Blacktown, celebrated by Fr Chadi
Ibrahim SDB, Assistant Priest at Mary, Queen of the Family
Parish, Blacktown. For more info please ring 9622 1125.

INTERCULTURAL CHRISTMAS ALBUM TO RAISE
FUNDS FOR HOUSE OF WELCOME
A new CD featuring classic Christmas songs in eight
languages from the Asia Pacific — Samoan, Filipino, Fijian,
Tamil, Tongan, Mandarin, Indonesian and Japanese is
raising money for the House of Welcome in the Diocese of
Parramatta. Order at linktr.ee/SoundsChristmasAsiaPacific

'

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMME ’if’

MASSES

Christmas Eve, 24 December

6.00pm — Vigil Mass

8.30pm - Vigil Mass

Christmas Day, 25 December 9.30am

Please note there will be NO Midnight Mass.

FIRST RITE OF RECONCILIATION (CONFESSIONS)

Saturday, 18th December
Thursday, 23rd December
Friday, 24th December

Confession after 9.15am Mass and anytime by appointment.

4.00pm — 5.15pm
7.00pm — 8.00pm
4.00pm — 5.00pm




reached my ears, the child in my womb leapt
for joy. Yes, blessed is she who believed that
the promise made her by the Lord would be
fulfilled.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ

HOMILY

PROFESSION OF FAITH APOSTLES’ CREED

Or the Nicene Creed may be said.

I believe in God, / the Father almighty, /
Creator of heaven and earth, / and in
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, /
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, /
born of the Virgin Mary, / suffered under
Pontius Pilate, / was crucified, died and
was buried; / he descended into hell; /
on the third day he rose again from

the dead; / he ascended into heaven, /
and is seated at the right hand of God
the Father almighty; / from there he
will come to judge the living and the
dead. /I believe in the Holy Spirit, / the
holy catholic Church, / the communion
of saints, / the forgiveness of sins, /

the resurrection of the body, / and life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL

After the priest raises the paten with the bread
and prays, and then the chalice, we respond to
each prayer:

R. Blessed be God for ever.

P. Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters), that
my sacrifice and yours may be acceptable to
God, the almighty Father.

R. May the Lord accept the sacrifice at
your hands for the praise and glory of his
name, for our good and the good of all
his holy Church.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

P. May the Holy Spirit, O Lord, sanctify
these gifts laid upon your altar, just as
he filled with his power the womb of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. Through Christ our
Lord.

R. Amen.

THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. Lift up your hearts.

R. We lift them up to the Lord.

P. Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
R. It is right and just.

PREFACE Il OF ADVENT

After the Preface, we sing or say:

All: Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he
who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

THE MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

P. The mystery of faith.

All: When we eat this Bread and drink
this Cup,

we proclaim your Death, O Lord,

until you come again.
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P. At the Saviour’s command and formed by
divine teaching, we dare to say:

All: Our Father, who art in heaven . . .

P. Deliver us, Lord, we pray ...

All: For the kingdom, the power and the
glory are yours now and for ever.

P. Lord Jesus Christ, who said . . .

R. Amen.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
R. And with your spirit.

P. Let us offer each other the sign of peace.
All exchange a sign of peace

LAMB OF GOD

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sins
of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P. Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who
takes away the sins of the world. Blessed are
those called to the supper of the Lamb.

R. Lord, I am not worthy that you should
enter under my roof, but only say the
word and my soul shall be healed.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON Isa 7:14

Behold, a Virgin shall conceive and bear
a son;

and his name will be called Emmanuel.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P. Having received this pledge of eternal
redemption, we pray, almighty God,

that, as the feast day of our salvation draws
ever nearer, so we may press forward all the
more eagerly to the worthy celebration of
the mystery of your Son’s Nativity.

Who lives and reigns for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

P. The Lord be with you.

R. And with your spirit.

P. May almighty God bless you,

the Father, and the Son, " and the Holy
Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.
R. Thanks be to God.

BREAKING OPEN THE WORD
GOD IN OUR LIVES

Judah was not one of the more powerful
tribes of Israel. It must have come as a
surprise to many when Micah prophesied
that it was from Bethlehem, one of the
least clans of Judah, that a future king
would come. The future king that Micah
promised was one who would feed the
flock of God’s people using his power to
protect them. The passage from the letter
to the Hebrews reminds us that as king
Jesus more than fulfilled that promise
when he offered his very life as a sacrifice.
In the Gospel, the new age promised
by Micah dawns as Mary visits her
kinswoman Elizabeth in the hill country
of Judah. Elizabeth wonders at the visit of
Mary, the mother of the Lord, and she is
filled with the Holy Spirit by whose power
she recognises that the promises God
made long ago are now coming to their
fulfilment. Perhaps her wonder at John’s
birth, against all expectations when
hope had been lost, has sharpened her
perception of the mysterious ways of God.
Often it is those who have experienced
God’s unexpected intervention in their
own lives who are the most adept at
perceiving how God is working in the
lives of others. Advent can be the same
for us, a moment of blessing that invites
us to recognise how God is working in our
lives and world, most of all, in the birth of
Jesus our Lord.
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FOURTH SuNDAY OF ADVENT / C

BLESSED IS SHE WHO BELIEVED. From Bethlehem, the least of the clans of Judah,

and from a peasant girl, Mary, one of the least of the Jewish people, God prepared
a body for Jesus, the saviour of the world. As we rejoice in the saviour who has {

come to visit us, we also join Elizabeth in praising Mary for her faith, her love and

her obedience.

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON cf. Isa 45:8
Drop down dew from above, you
heavens, and let the clouds rain down
the Just One; let the earth be opened and
bring forth a Saviour,

GREETING

P. In the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

R. Amen.

P. Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

R. And with your spirit.

PENITENTIAL ACT

P. Brethren (brothers and sisters), let us
acknowledge our sins, and so prepare
ourselves to celebrate the sacred mysteries.
P. You were sent to heal the contrite of
heart: Lord, have mercy.

R. Lord, have mercy.

P. You came to call sinners: Christ, have
mercy.

R. Christ, have mercy.

You are seated at the right hand of the
Father to intercede for us: Lord, have mercy.
R. Lord, have mercy.

P. May almighty God have mercy on

us, forgive us our sins, and bring us to
everlasting life.

R. Amen.

The Gloria is not said during Advent

COLLECT

P. Pour forth, we beseech you, O Lord, your
grace into our hearts, that we, to whom the
Incarnation of Christ your Son was made
known by the message of an Angel, may
by his Passion and Cross be brought to the
glory of his Resurrection. Who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, God, for ever and ever.

R. Amen.

FIRST READING Mic 5:1-4
A reading from the prophet Micah.

Out of you will be born the one who is to rule
over Israel.

The Lord says this:

You, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

the least of the clans of Judah,

out of you will be born for me

the one who is to rule over Israel;

his origin goes back to the distant past,

to the days of old.

The Lord is therefore going to abandon
them

till the time when she who is to give birth
gives birth.

Then the remnant of his brothers will
come back

to the sons of Israel.

He will stand and feed his flock

with the power of the Lord,

with the majesty of the name of his God.

They will live secure, for from then on he
will extend his power to the ends of the
land.

He himself will be peace.

The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God.

RESP PSALM Ps 79:2-3,15-16, 18-19.R. v. 4
R. Lord, make us turn to you,

let us see your face and we shall be saved.
1. O shepherd of Israel, hear us, / shine
forth from your cherubim throne. / O Lord,
rouse up your might, / O Lord, come to our
help. R.

2. God of hosts, turn again, we implore, /
look down from heaven and see. / Visit this
vine and protect it, / the vine your right
hand has planted. R.

3. May your hand be on the man you have
chosen, / the man you have given your
strength. / And we shall never forsake you
again: / give us life that we may call upon
your name. R.

SECOND READING Heb 10:5-10
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
I am coming to do your will.
This is what Christ said, on coming into the
world:

You who wanted no sacrifice or oblation,

prepared a body for me.

You took no pleasure in holocausts or
sacrifices for sin;
then I said,

just as I was commanded in the scroll of
the book,

‘God, here I am! I am coming to obey your
will.’

Notice that he says first: You did not want
what the Law lays down as the things to be
offered, that is: the sacrifices, the oblations,
the holocausts and the sacrifices for sin, and
you took no pleasure in them; and then he
says: Here I am! I am coming to obey your
will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace it
with the second. And this will was for us to be
made holy by the offering of his body made
once and for all by Jesus Christ.
The word of the Lord.
R. Thanks be to God

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Lk 1:38

Alleluia, alleluia! I am the servant of
the Lord: may his will for me be done.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

P. The Lord be with you.
R. And with your spirit
P. A reading from the holy Gospel
according to Luke.

R. Glory to you, O Lord.

Why should it happen that I am honoured with
a visit from the mother of my Lord?

Lk 1:39-44

Mary set out and went as quickly as she could
to a town in the hill country of Judah. She
went into Zechariah’s house and greeted
Elizabeth. Now as soon as Elizabeth heard
Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb
and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.
She gave a loud cry and said, ‘Of all women
you are the most blessed, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb. Why should I be
honoured with a visit from the mother of
my Lord? For the moment your greeting



